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Cover notes:
During Fiscal Year 2013 the OSA partnered with the Lyon County Historical Society and was successful in 
securing funding from the Lyon County Riverboat Foundation to help support a collaborative effort aimed 
at raising public awareness of, and appreciation for, the Blood Run National Historic Landmark (NHL) (Iowa 
archaeological site number 13LO2). This project is part of a long-term statewide effort involving the OSA 
and the State Historical Society of Iowa, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation, Keep Iowa Beautiful, Lyon County Conservation Board, Lyon County Historical Society, National 
Park Service, and independent scholars such as Dale R. Henning who together share the goal of preserving 
as much as possible of the Blood Run site, one of just 26 archaeological National Historic landmarks in Iowa 
and by far the largest and most complex archaeological site in the state. The Fiscal Year 2013 OSA–Lyon 
County Historical Society partnering effort resulted in (1) development of a website dedicated to the Blood 
Run NHL (www.bloodrunnhl.com), (2) creation of a large, yet portable, three-panel unit featuring some of the 
website content in a format suitable for display in libraries and other public spaces around the county, and 
(3) more than three dozen public presentations in schools and community centers across the county on what 
is currently known about the Blood Run NHL site and the people who once lived there. As of this writing, the 
State of Iowa is seriously considering expansion of the current state-owned portion of the Blood Run NHL in 
order to better preserve this non-renewable cultural gem for future generations of Iowans.
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Mission
In Fiscal Year (FY) 2013, The University of Iowa 
(UI) Office of the State Archaeologist (OSA) contin-
ued its past success in meeting primary mission ac-
tivities of developing, disseminating, and preserving 
knowledge of Iowa’s human past through Midwest-
ern and Plains archaeological research, scientific dis-
covery, public stewardship, service, and education. 
The position of State Archaeologist was established 
in 1959; the Code of Iowa specifies the State Ar-
chaeologist shall be a member of the faculty of the 
Department of Anthropology at the UI. The OSA is 
an organized research unit of the University, mean-
ing that the State Archaeologist, who is appointed by 
the Iowa State Board of Regents, directs the OSA 
and reports to the UI Vice President for Research 
and Economic Development. The State Archaeologist 
consults regularly with the OSA Advisory Commit-
tee, whose members include on- and off-campus col-
leagues, and with the OSA Indian 
Advisory Council, whose 
members include indi-
viduals from several 
tribes. 
The Office of the State Archaeologist
Indian Advisory Council
Howard Crow Eagle (Navajo, Sioux)
Royal Nahno-Kerchee (Comanche, Meskwaki)
Donald Wanatee (Meskwaki)
Advisory Committee
Colin M. Betts (Luther College)
Mary Evans (retired teacher)
Johnathan Buffalo (Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi 
in Iowa)
David M. Gradwohl (Iowa State University)
Royal Nahno-Kerchee (Indian Advisory Council)
Rebecca Liberty (Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska)
Jim Nepstad (Effigy Mounds National Monument)
Donald Raker (Iowa Archeological Society)
Ann Ricketts (The University of Iowa)
Leah D. Rogers (Tallgrass Historians, L.C.)
Holmes A. Semken, Jr. (The University of Iowa)
Glenn R. Storey (The University of Iowa)
Jerome Thompson (State Historical Society of Iowa)
The University of Iowa Office of the State Archaeologist 3
student success
In addition to actively meeting its Iowa Code 
statutory responsibilities, which include tracking ar-
chaeological site location data, serving as the State 
Archaeological Repository, and providing ancient 
burials protection, the OSA vigorously supports the 
UI academic mission. Various OSA staff, as adjunct 
faculty in the UI Department of Anthropology, of-
fer courses in anthropology and archaeology, men-
tor honor students and student interns, and serve on 
Ph.D. and M.A. degree committees. The OSA actively 
supports undergraduate and graduate student use of 
its archaeological, osteological, and comparative col-
lections; scholarly documents; electronic databases; 
scientific instrumentation; and laboratory space for 
degree-related research. These resources contribute 
to the educational experience of students in diverse 
UI departments including Anatomy and Cell Biology, 
Anthropology, Dentistry, Geography, Geoscience, 
History, and Radiology along with the programs of 
American Indian and Native Studies and Museum 
Studies. The OSA also regularly hosts visits from UI 
classes, provides guest lectures in Anthropology and 
other departments, offers courses in its laboratory-
multimedia facility, employs work-study students ma-
joring in a wide variety of disciplines, and supports 
career-building volunteer research opportunities for 
students.
AchieveMents
During FY 2013, as detailed in Appendices A–F, 
OSA staff added considerably to the notable record 
of research success of the OSA’s past half-century, 
during which the staff has published thousands of ar-
ticles, monographs, research reports, and abstracts 
on Iowa archaeology. Staff members actively translate 
the results of their research by offering public pro-
grams throughout the state. The OSA has conducted 
archaeological and architectural history research in 
all counties of the state on sites of all types and time 
periods, supported by contracts, interagency agree-
ments, grants, and field schools. The OSA coordi-
nates all work pertaining to ancient burials in Iowa, 
in accordance with the landmark first-in-the-nation 
1976 state law on protection and reburial of human 
remains. In addition, the OSA is the central data man-
ager for all recorded Iowa archaeological sites, the 
central repository for Iowa archaeological collec-
tions, and coordinator of the Iowa avocational certi-
fication program.
strengths And resources
The core strengths of the OSA are:
 • a highly experienced and motivated staff,
 • ready accessibility for UI undergraduates as 
well as graduate students at all levels,
 • a strong tradition of high-quality work,
 • excellent relations with other state agencies 
and University offices, and
 • extensive, accessible, well-organized collec-
tions and other research resources.
The OSA’s most important resource is its staff, 
a dynamic and highly qualified team that represents 
hundreds of years of experience in Midwest and Plains 
archaeology, cultural resource management, and re-
lated disciplines. The FY 2013 full-time staff included 
four individuals with Ph.D.s and an additional 17 with 
Master’s degrees. Part-time staff members also have 
extensive archaeological experience; most have par-
ticipated in at least one field school and completed a 
Bachelor’s, and in several cases, a Master’s degree in 
anthropology or related field.
The OSA occupies a modern 13,000-square-
foot facility located in the Clinton Street Building on 
the south side of the main UI campus. The Univer-
sity directly supports OSA’s general administration, 
Education and Outreach, and Burials programs, and 
contributes to the Iowa Site File (ISF), documents, 
and collections management activities. Typically, 85 
percent or more of the OSA activities, including most 
of its field research, are supported by external, non-
University funding through contracts, grants, gifts, 
and fee arrangements.
The Office of the State 
Archaeologist was 
established in 1959, making 
Fiscal Year 2013 its fifty 
fourth year of operation.
Figure 1 Undergraduate students excavating a test unit during a Cornell archaeological field school, 2012.
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AdMinistrAtive orgAnizAtion 
And strAtegic PlAn
The OSA conducted a wide range of research, 
consulting, and educational programs and activities 
during FY 2013. As noted, the mission of the OSA 
is to develop, disseminate, and preserve knowledge 
of Iowa’s human past through Midwestern and Plains 
archaeological research, scientific discovery, public 
stewardship, service, and education. Statutory au-
thorization and administrative rules establish basic 
OSA functions, organization, and procedures (Code 
of Iowa 263B, Iowa Administrative Code 685). OSA 
administrative rules organize the office into five di-
visions: Field Services, Research, Contract Services, 
General Services, and Publications. The OSA utilizes 
the Management by Objective approach to focus ef-
fort on high priority research, education, and public 
service projects related to overall office goals as de-
fined by statute, strategic planning, and the strengths 
of available participating personnel.
In 2010 the OSA updated its strategic plan to spec-
ify the means to accomplish major goals and guide ac-
tivities through 2016 (Appendix A). OSA programs 
and staff activities strive to meet these broad, stra-
tegic goals:
1. Create a learning experience about the human 
past that enriches the lives of undergraduates 
and helps them to become well-informed indi-
viduals, lifelong learners, engaged citizens, and 
productive employees and employers.
2. Promote graduate and professional student 
participation in OSA research through cooper-
ation with University graduate and professional 
programs. 
3. Strengthen and expand OSA partnerships with 
public constituencies to advance understand-
ing and appreciation about the human past and 
stewardship of archaeological resources and 
showcase the societal benefits of archaeolog-
ical research and teaching for the citizens of 
Iowa.
4. Recognize and illuminate the human diversity 
inherent in the past as manifested in the ar-
chaeological record and use that record for 
greater inclusion and participation of profes-
sionals and the public. 
5. Strengthen the OSA’s intellectual and cultural 
vitality within the University, Iowa, nationally, 
and internationally.
As a UI research department and the focal point 
for Iowa archaeology, the OSA is active throughout 
the year and around the state and region (Figures 
1–5). The following sections describe highlights of the 
activities for FY 2013.
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“Brown Bags” at the Office of the State Archaeologist (OSA) is a semi-regular series 
through which OSA staff and guests share their research over the lunch hour. Topics include 
individuals’ areas of interest, work in the field, and recent developments in 
archaeology and architectural history throughout Iowa and the Midwest. 
Guest speakers whose expertise in other areas pertaining to archaeology 
or ethnohistory may be invited throughout the year as well. Presentations 
are free and open to the public. Attendees are encouraged to engage in 
discussion and exchange following the presentation. Presentations gener-
ally run 45 minutes with 15 to 20 minutes afterwards used for discussion. 
Notices about scheduled presenters are sent out to list serves which 
include the UI Anthropology Department, the Iowa Archeologi-
cal Society, Kirkwood Community College, and Cornell College, 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa. Notices are also printed and placed on public 
announcement boards in various University buildings. The Fiscal 
Year 2013 Brown Bag Series hosted six presenters (Table 1). At-
tendance at each presentation varied between 20 and 36, with 
an average head count of 27.
Date of 
Presenta-
tion
Presenter Association Title Location
In  
Atten-
dance
11/30/2012 Sarah Trabert
University of 
Iowa
Preliminary Investigations into the 
Down-The-Line Effects of Spanish 
Colonialism on the Dismal River 
Aspect Culture (A.D. 1675–1725)
OSA Lab 24
12/1/2012
Cynthia L. 
Peterson
University of 
Iowa
Using Archaeology to Follow 
Meskwaki Leaders Poweshiek and 
Wacoshashe across Pre-Statehood 
Iowa
OSA Lab 36
1/18/2013 Grant McCall
Tulane 
University
Rethinking the Later Stone Age and 
Pastoralism in the Namib Desert 
and Beyond
OSA Lab 25
1/25/2013
Heather 
Walder
University of 
Wisconsin 
Putting the pieces together: attribute 
analysis of copper-based metal 
artifacts from the Bell site
OSA Lab 31
2/1/2013 Sarah Miller
Florida Public 
Archaeology 
Network
The Grand Public Archaeology 
Experiment that is FPAN (Florida 
Public Archaeology Network)
OSA Lab 20
4/12/2013 Kelvin Sampson
Illinois State 
Museum
Location of Sauk or Fox Indian Village 
Rediscovered
OSA Lab 27
Brown Bags
Table 1 List of Brown Bag Presentations in Fiscal Year 2013
Figure 2 Office of the State Archaeologist 
technician mapping a pre–Civil War brick kiln.
Figure 3 Office of the 
State Archaeologist research 
archaeologist, Mark Anderson, 
conducting a flint knapping 
demonstration during National 
Archaeology Day, 2012.
Figure 4 University of Iowa Museum 
of Natural History aid, Carissa Dewaele, 
demonstrating the atlatl, a prehistoric spear 
launcher.
Figure 5 State Archaeologist, John Doershuk, throwing a spear with 
an atlatl.
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Figure 6 Title 
banner from the 
War of 1812 exhibit 
at the Old Capitol 
Museum in the fall 
of 2012.
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The Year in Review
AcAdemic Activities
During Fiscal Year 2013 five OSA staff members 
served as adjunct faculty for the UI Department of 
Anthropology—Joe Artz, John Doershuk, Stephen 
Lensink, Melody Pope, and Shirley Schermer. Do-
ershuk taught two courses: First-Year Seminar Ar-
chaeology during fall semester in which 15 honors 
students participated, and the course CRM Archaeol-
ogy: Practice and Practicalities during the spring semes-
ter in which 18 students 
(including three gradu-
ate students) partici-
pated. Doershuk also 
continued his adjunct 
faculty appointment in 
Anthropology at Cor-
nell College, Mt. Ver-
non, Iowa. Doershuk 
taught the Cornell 
courses Introduction 
to Field Archaeology 
(12 students) during 
September 2012 and 
Human Origins (25 
students) during Oc-
tober 2012. 
The OSA facilities, collections, and staff provided 
classroom enrichment and workplace experience for 
students. A total of 17 undergraduate students (plus 
two graduate students) from the UI, Cornell Col-
lege, Kirkwood Community College, the University 
of Nebraska, the University of Missouri, and the Uni-
versity of Leicester—and three area high school stu-
dents—were involved in various OSA archaeological 
research activities over the course of the fiscal year 
(see Table 8). These included five students employed 
in a work-study capacity and one other student em-
ployed at the OSA on an hourly part-time basis. Five 
students used OSA resources to complete degree re-
quirements, and 11 students assisted with OSA-spon-
sored research as volunteers seeking to expand their 
skills or as formal for-credit interns.
John Doershuk, Angela Collins, and John Cordell 
teamed with staff from Old Capitol Museum and the 
Special Collections department of the UI Library to 
design an exhibition featuring a uniquely Iowan per-
spective on the War of 1812 (Figure 6). The exhibi-
tion opened October 11, 2012 and ran for almost six 
months. The opening included a special guest, Eugene 
Watkins, historian for the reconstructed Fort Madi-
son located in the City of Fort Madison, Iowa, who 
spoke in the Old Capitol Senate Chamber on the his-
tory of Fort Madison and its pivotal importance in 
events surrounding the War of 1812 as it unfolded 
in the Mississippi River valley. The exhibition opening 
was preceded by several weeks by the WorldCanvass 
program radio broadcast Napoleon and His Legacy for 
which John Doershuk was part of the interview panel, 
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Initiative, and TE Grant funding for the Highway 34 
TE research project, all of which had major public 
engagement components. External funding support-
ed part-time assistance for EOP Program efforts by 
OSA staff including Chérie Haury-Artz, Angela Col-
lins, Mary De La Garza, Colleen Eck, Alan Hawkins, 
Robert Flagg, Nick Alhambra, Cindy Peterson, and 
Mark Anderson. 
The OSA’s endeavors directly reached a public 
audience estimated at over 7,900 people with face-
to-face interactions. This does not include the print 
resources, Internet visits, or public radio broadcasts 
which likely increase this number several-fold (Ap-
pendix B). Consultations, tours, two OSA Open 
Houses, and job-shadowing opportunities attracted 
1,200 visitors to the OSA. 
The EOP content on the OSA website remained a 
vigorous, interactive conduit between the public and 
the OSA. In FY 2013 the OSA web pages received an 
average 75,000 visitors per month (see www.uiowa.
edu/~osa). 
The OSA’s Facebook page was an important ven-
ue for disseminating news and program information in 
FY 2013. Facebook was visited by 1,952 people with 
475 active followers. The OSA submitted a number 
of features to the UI community and beyond via Rich-
ard Lewis, UI News Service science writer and editor.
Examples of venues for the dozens of public pre-
sentations by OSA staff in FY 2013 (Appendix B) 
included K–12 schools, libraries, Iowa and South Da-
kota public radio and television stations, community 
newspapers, county conservation centers, museums, 
libraries, county historical organizations, nature cen-
ters, Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Mu-
seum, Iowa Lakeside Laboratory, Iowa Archeological 
Society and its chapters, Fontanelle Forest Nature 
Center (Nebraska), Omaha Tribe of Nebraska, Sac 
and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa, Golden Hills 
RC&D, UI Speakers Bureau, UI Department of An-
thropology and Museums Studies Program, and UI 
Museum of Natural History. A highlight of K–12 edu-
cational outreach for FY 2013 was the special presen-
tations made by the EOP Director Alex and assistant 
Haury-Artz to libraries across eastern Iowa as part of 
a collaborative national summer reading program en-
titled “Dig Into Reading” (see Appendix B). 
that discussed a variety of Napoleon-related topics 
including the War of 1812 and Fort Madison.
Field services division
Education and Outreach Program
The Education and Outreach Program (EOP) pro-
vides resources and opportunities that encourage an 
understanding, appreciation, and stewardship of Io-
wa’s archaeological past. A goal of the EOP is to ex-
pand partnerships with organizations, agencies, and 
communities across Iowa to better maximize the 
OSA’s mission to strengthen heritage education and 
enhance public engagement in active preservation of 
Iowa’s past. The EOP’s efforts are guided by a se-
ries of enduring understandings directly linked to the 
OSA’s current strategic plan goals: 
1. Everyone has a culture and all cultures have 
value.
2. Respectful understanding of diverse cultures, 
past and present, is essential for living in a plu-
ralistic society and world.
3. Understanding the human past is essential for 
understanding the present and shaping the 
future.
4. Archaeology is one of multiple ways to learn 
about the human past.
5. Archaeology advances understanding and ap-
preciation of human diversity over time.
6. The Midwestern–Iowa setting contains a long, 
rich record of human occupation interrelated 
and relevant to the wider human experience. 
7. Stewardship of archaeological resources is ev-
eryone’s responsibility.
In Fiscal Year 2013 external financial support for 
the EOP totaling $39,934 ($20,318 grants, $14,301 
contracts, $3,280 fees, and $2,035 contributions) was 
garnered from public and private organizations. This 
does not include support for a number of engagement 
efforts which are part of externally funded grants and 
contracts received by the OSA’s Contract Services 
Division. In FY 2013 these included the Glenwood-
area Loess Hills Archaeological Interpretive Center 
(LHAIC) Concept Design, Blood Run National His-
toric Landmark (NHL) Interpretation and Education 
Figure 7 Cover of 2012 
Archaeology on the Road booklet.
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The EOP provided consultation and assistance to 
educational, historical, cultural, environmental, com-
munity and tribal organizations statewide: State His-
torical Society of Iowa (SHSI), Sac and Fox Tribe of 
the Mississippi in Iowa, Wickiup Hill Outdoor Learn-
ing Center, LHAIC Board, and Kirkwood College. 
Additional OSA staff gave programming and assis-
tance to numerous organizations across the state 
and beyond throughout the year (see Appendix B). 
including providing featured presenters at the annual, 
three-day natural history weekend at Iowa Lakeside 
Laboratory in Milford. 
Highlights of the EOP for FY 2013 included:
 • Iowa Archaeology Month 2012 
 • Blood Run NHL Interpretative Exhibit, Web-
site, and Public Outreach
 • LHAIC Concept Design
 • Glenwood Teaching Trunks
 • Project Archaeology Curriculum Development 
and Teacher workshops
 • Interpretive Planning and Public Outreach for 
the Des Moines River Water Trail
 • Obermann Center Graduate Institute Engage-
ment and Outreach Seminar
 • Search for new EOP Director
Iowa Archaeology Month (IAM), or, “Iowa Ar-
chaeology on the Road,” remains the OSA’s singular, 
over-arching annual outreach endeavor. What was 
once a month-long series of events has now expanded 
throughout a three-month “season.” For a fifth year, 
between July 21 and July 28, 2012, IAM took word of 
Iowa’s archaeological heritage to communities (Sioux 
Center, Clemons, Shellsburg) and riders throughout 
the state along the route of the Des Moines Register’s 
Annual Great Bike Ride across Iowa (RAGBRAI), and 
to three additional historical/cultural venues at Tama 
(Meskwaki Nation Powwow), West Branch (Hoover-
fest), and Iowa City (National Archaeology Day) (see 
Appendix B). An extensive web site and 1,000 copies 
of a special booklet, “Iowa Archaeology on the Road,” 
were key features of the project (Figure 7). Hundreds 
of promotional wristbands and temporary tattoos 
imprinted with “IowaArchaeology.com,” were dis-
tributed to adults and children at these events to en-
courage Internet visits to the OSA’s website. For the 
third year, Team Archaeology partnered with natu-
ral resources specialists from the IDNR and the U.S. 
Geological Survey. Their scholarly expertise offered 
an understanding of the environment, landscape, and 
natural resources which form the context and back-
drop for Iowa’s human history. Over 1,500 individu-
als benefited directly from face-to-face activities and 
opportunities offered during IAM 2012.
IAM concluded in October, when for the second 
year, a partnership among the OSA and the Iowa Ar-
cheological Society, UI Museum of Natural History, 
and Department of Anthropology created a multi-day 
event on the UI Campus to celebrate “National Ar-
chaeology Day,” created by the Archaeological Insti-
tute of America. The OSA and its campus partners 
offered lab open houses and collections’ tours, spe-
cial exhibits, and activities for campus and community 
audiences. 
Figure 8 Glenwood 
teaching trunk contents.
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For two days in October, 450 elementary school 
youngsters and their teachers participated in the two-
day “Let’s Celebrate Archaeology” event at the State 
Historical Museum in Des Moines. This is a joint part-
nership, now in its seventh year, between the OSA 
and the SHSI.
Efforts to bring recognition to and education 
about the Blood Run NHL site by the Lyon County 
Historical Society with funding provided by the Lyon 
County Riverboat Foundation, created the opportu-
nity for the OSA to prepare new interpretive exhib-
its, a website, and outreach presentations to adults 
and students in every school in Lyon County. These 
endeavors dovetailed with an initiative requested by 
Governor Branstad to provide information about the 
Blood Run site and explore options for its interpreta-
tion and preservation. OSA participated in state-wide 
committee that created a position paper about the 
site with recommendations and options regarding its 
future.
Via funding from the LHAIC Board of Directors, 
the EOP joined a creative team led by Armadillo Arts, 
Iowa City, to prepare a concept design for a new ar-
chaeological interpretive center proposed at the 
Glenwood Archaeological Preserve in Mills Coun-
ty, Iowa. Working with colleagues in exhibit design, 
landscape architecture, architecture and Omaha trib-
al history and culture (Omaha Tribe of Nebraska), 
the concept design was created and presented to the 
LHAIC for consideration by the State Preserves Ad-
visory Board. 
FY 2013 saw the completion of six new teach-
ing trunks focused on the Nebraska phase prehis-
tory of the Loess Hills. The trunks were prepared 
as part of the three-year endeavor entitled “Bringing 
the Glenwood Culture to Iowans.” Funded by a FY 
2011 TE grant, the project includes archaeological re-
search on the 800-year-old Glenwood culture sites 
of Mills County excavated as part of the U.S. Route 
34 construction by the Iowa Department of Trans-
portation (Iowa DOT) in the 1960s and 1970s. The 
grant supports a scientific report and derivative pub-
lic education and outreach programming including an 
interpretive booklet, the teaching trunks (Figure 8), 
and a major web-based virtual museum. Four of the 
trunks will be maintained by the Mills County Muse-
um and the Green Hills Area Educational Agency in 
Glenwood for loan to schools and educational facili-
ties throughout the southern Loess Hills. In FY 2013, 
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a new committee was formed at the OSA to direct 
the completion of the virtual museum, the project’s 
primary focus during the final portion of the project.
Project Archaeology is a national archaeological 
and heritage education program active in 42 states 
and the District of Columbia. The OSA’s EOP and 
Burials Program directors serve as Iowa’s state coor-
dinators for Project Archaeology. EOP assistant Che-
rie Haury-Artz, and two Iowa teachers, Diane Moritz 
and Danise Shannon, are Project Archaeology Mas-
ter Teachers and active facilitators for Iowa’s pro-
gram. In FY 2013 the EOP program organized and 
presented a multi-day Project Archaeology teacher 
workshop at the Mills County Historical Museum in 
Glenwood. The workshop was funded by a state Re-
source Enhancement and Protection–Conservation 
Education Program (REAP) grant received by Gold-
en Hills RC&D (Resource Conservation & Develop-
ment Council) from the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) with additional support from the 
OSA’s TE grant. Six teachers and several guests at-
tended the workshop during which time the new 
Glenwood teaching trunks and supplementary mate-
rials were presented. The workshop also provided 
a venue to pilot a draft version of the new Project 
Archaeology supplementary curriculum, “Investigat-
ing Shelter, Investigating a Midwestern Wickiup.” The 
curriculum is being prepared with the assistance and 
expertise of historians at the Meskwaki Tribal Histo-
ry Museum and SHSI, conservation educators, K–12 
classroom teachers including Iowa’s two Project Ar-
chaeology Master Teachers, and national Project 
Archaeology. An initial draft of the curriculum was 
presented and reviewed by teachers attending the FY 
2013 Project Archaeology teacher workshop in Glen-
wood, Iowa. The creation of a new supplementary 
curriculum based on the scientific investigation of a 
wickiup will provide an appropriate and broadly ap-
plicable shelter investigation for use by educators in 
Iowa and the Midwest to teach scientific inquiry and 
address Common Core Curriculum standards, scien-
tific literacy, and resource stewardship.
The IDNR’ Lands and Water Bureau awarded a 
grant in FY 2013 to the EOP to prepare a summary of 
the archaeological and early historic resources along 
a portion of the Des Moines River between Eldon and 
Farmington and create interpretive programming and 
products. During FY 2013, and with the collabora-
tion of the Pathfinders Resource, Conservation, and 
Development organization, the EOP gave two public 
“history blitzes” to audiences in Van Buren County. 
The OSA team will complete a summary report and 
prepare and print an illustrated, interpretive booklet 
highlighting important sites and historic events along 
this corridor of the Des Moines River. 
In January, 2013, the OSA hosted a day-long ses-
sion on engagement in archaeology for 30 graduate 
students and instructors from the UI Graduate In-
stitute on Engagement and the Academy, Obermann 
Center for Advanced Studies. Seven OSA staff mem-
bers presented on aspects of their research and en-
gagement with varied Glenwood-area publics, and 
informative discussions with the participating stu-
dents followed-up on “why” and “how” these proj-
ects were possible.
FY 2013 concluded with a national search for a 
new EOP Director in light of Lynn Alex’s impending 
retirement early in FY 2014. She will conclude her 
tenure and retire from the EOP July 5, 2013.
reseArch division
Burials Program
The Burials Program works closely with Indian 
tribes, the OSA’s Indian Advisory Council (IAC), 
landowners across the state, and a variety of local, 
state, and federal agencies. Its purpose is to imple-
ment state and federally mandated protection of 
burial sites and examination and disposition of human 
remains. The Burials Program is the principal point 
of contact regarding reburial and repatriation in gen-
eral and the Native American Graves and Protection 
and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) in particular. Since 
1976, when Iowa’s burial protection law was passed, 
the program has handled 2,908 projects in all of Io-
wa’s 99 counties.
The number, type, and timing of new burial proj-
ects in any one year can vary greatly. Because of the 
diverse variables in these projects, each needs to be 
addressed on a case-by-case basis. The overall goal of 
the Burials Program is to be successfully responsive 
to each of these projects. To meet this goal requires 
the flexibility to respond as needed to diverse situa-
tions. In FY 2013, there were 128 new projects from 
Figure 9 Close up of a 1837 plat map 
showing Dubuque Old Third Street 
Cemetery.
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56 counties, one general north-
east Iowa location, one from 
Missouri, and one from Canada. 
In addition, work continued on 
numerous burial projects from 
previous years. The majority of 
projects dealt with potential or 
real threats to known or possi-
ble burial sites. Twenty-six field 
investigations were conducted. 
IAC meetings were held in Sep-
tember 2012 and May 2013, 
supplemented with consultation 
throughout the year via e-mail 
and phone.
New projects have includ-
ed the unanticipated discovery 
of human remains necessitating 
field investigation and/or consultation in Dubuque, 
Johnson, Pottawatamie, Tama, Wapello, and Wood-
bury counties; and the discovery of human remains 
in existing collections at Stephens College (Missouri), 
the University of Wisconsin (UW)–Madison, and in 
several private collections. Burials Program Direc-
tor Shirley Schermer participated in on-going Effigy 
Mounds National Monument (EFMO) consultation, 
conducted inventories of human remains recently re-
turned to EFMO, and assessed possible human re-
mains in their collections.
A number of projects required multi-agency or 
multi-partner consultation, collaboration, and review. 
These include (1) Des Moines area Water Reclama-
tion Authority (WRA) Combined Sewer Solids Sepa-
ration Facility Project and the Palace site (13PK966); 
(2) Blood Run NHL master planning; (3) proposed 
Lee County fertilizer plant; (4) Iowa DOT U.S. 20 
and U.S. 61 projects; (5) Rural Electric Coopera-
tive (REC) projects in multiple counties with buri-
al-related issues,;(6) numerous cell tower projects, 
city water and sewer projects; (7) Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service projects; (8) Des Moines 
County Old Danville Cemetery; (9) trail projects in 
Floyd and Hardin counties; (10) possible acquisition 
and management issues of portions of Turkey Riv-
er Mounds; (11) state preserve management planning 
for the recently acquired Spirit Knoll property; (12) 
information and management recommendations for 
burial sites included in the Iowa 
DOT Statewide Cultural Re-
sources Management Plan; (13) 
response to vandalism at one of 
those Iowa DOT burial sites; (14) 
information and management 
recommendations for proposed 
Iowa Natural Heritage Founda-
tion properties containing buri-
al sites; (15) hydraulic fracturing 
sand issues in Allamakee and 
Winneshiek counties; and (16) 
the development of memoranda 
of agreement for several projects 
around the state.
One especially significant buri-
al project consuming a great deal 
of Burials Program time over the 
past seven years is the Dubuque Old Third Street 
Cemetery (Figure 9). Field work concluded in August 
2011. Laboratory work and report writing continued 
through FY 2013. Over 900 unmarked burials were 
identified and disinterred. The publication of the fi-
nal technical report was completed in late 2014, and 
cemetery-related book underway for the UI Press.
The Burials Program continues to work with a 
variety of partners, including private landowners, on 
various projects with a potential to impact burial sites, 
long-range management issues, and preservation op-
tions. It also provides information about Iowa’s NAG-
PRA process to other states, tribes, agencies, and 
organizations upon request. Consultation and col-
laboration within the past year included a wide vari-
ety of external organizations and individuals on burial 
related issues. These include the IAC; tribes; State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), SHSI; Iowa De-
partment of Public Health; State Medical Examiner’s 
Office; IDNR; Iowa DOT; Iowa Attorney General’s 
Office; State Preserves Advisory Board; Iowa Natu-
ral Heritage Foundation; county conservation boards, 
supervisors, sheriff offices, medical examiners, his-
torical societies, historic preservation commissions, 
and cemetery commissions; township trustees; librar-
ies; private landowners; developers; county and city 
planning and zoning offices; archaeological consulting 
firms; WRA; State Association for the Preservation of 
Iowa Cemeteries; UW–Madison; National NAGPRA 
Figure 10 General Contracts Program Projects and Awards in Fiscal Year 2013.
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Office; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; EFMO; Midwest 
Archeological Center, National Park Service (NPS); 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Federal Emergency 
Management Administration (FEMA); U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency; Rural Utility Service, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture; RECs; South Dakota De-
partment of Natural Resources; Indiana State Histor-
ic Preservation Office; and Miami Tribe of Oklahoma.
The Burials Program employed one work-study 
student and provided staff supervision for one volun-
teer. The UI-Stanford Collection continued to pro-
vide educational and research opportunities, with 
multi-day visits by researchers from University of Mis-
souri–Columbia and University of Nebraska–Lincoln.
contrAct services division
General Contracts Program
The Contract Services Division conducts contract 
and grant-funded research. The two programs with-
in the division, the Highway Archaeology Program 
(HAP) and the General Contracts Program (GCP), 
undertake archaeological and architectural history 
studies statewide. These projects, regardless of fund-
ing source or sponsor, generate important new 
knowledge on Midwestern prehistory and history, 
and they form the basis for many staff publications, 
professional and public presentations, and student 
and faculty research projects.
In FY 2013 the GCP celebrated its twenty-second 
year and secured 106 new awards totaling $347,715 
(Figure 10). Investigations were conducted in 54 Iowa 
counties. Following past practice, awards are tallied 
fully in the fiscal year initially received regardless of 
the schedule of planned expenditure. As always con-
siderable volatility in cultural resource management 
archaeology research consulting opportunities re-
mains typical, although FY 2014 shows promise of 
high levels of research activity by GCP. The program 
average funding level for the past three fiscal years is 
$776,332. 
Cultural resource management contracts under 
the auspices of the National Historic Preservation 
Act account for the majority of our externally funded 
projects. This work involves numerous partnerships 
at the federal, state, and local levels (city and county 
Figure 11 Photographs of the 
exterior and interior of Spillville Mill, 
taken by William E. Whittaker.
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municipalities) on projects that require state (non-
UI) and federal regulatory review as part of compli-
ance with cultural resource protection legislation as 
a result of either funding or permitting. Our project 
teams include archaeologists and architectural his-
torians who provide property assessments, surveys 
and detailed investigations of extant or newly docu-
mented historic properties, and make informed rec-
ommendations regarding potential eligibility for listing 
on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). 
In FY 2013 the majority of cultural resource manage-
ment projects involved partnerships with state offices 
and programs including the IDNR (multiple divisions) 
and Iowa Division of Agriculture and Land Services 
(Mines and Wetland divisions). Federally-mandated 
projects were conducted for the Federal Communi-
cations Commission, FEMA and Homeland Security; 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment; and the Farm Services Agency, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agricultural. In FY 2013 the GCP renewed 
its contractual relationship with the IDNR to provide 
cultural resources consulting services in FY 2014 and 
was awarded separate contracts with the IDNR State 
Revolving Fund Program and the Division of Conser-
vation and Recreation. In FY 2013 the GCP entered 
into a partnership with the IDNR Water Trails Pro-
gram to provide a series of assessments of cultural 
resources potential for planned water trail develop-
ments throughout Iowa, which will continue into FY 
2014. Fiscal year 2013 saw continuation of work in 
partnership with the WRA of the City of Des Moines 
to provide archaeological monitoring services for the 
construction of the remaining portions of the new 
main outfall sewer in downtown Des Moines. A great 
deal of progress was also made in FY 2013 on the 
analysis and reporting for the Palace site excavations, 
also conducted under contract with the WRA. A 
monograph on the Palace site will be completed in 
FY 2014 and several presentations at the regional and 
national level are planned based on the results of the 
Palace site investigations in FY 2014 and FY 2015. 
GCP was awarded four grants in FY 2013 in sup-
port of preservation initiatives and community pro-
grams in Iowa. One grant, awarded by the IDNR 
Preserves Board will involve archaeological sur-
vey at Iowa’s newest archaeological preserve, Spirit 
Knoll State Preserve in Plymouth County. A UI Digi-
tal Studio for Public Humanities grant was awarded 
to  archive 7,204 photographs taken between 2007 
and 2013 that document the history—and in many 
cases decline—of business districts in several small 
rural towns in Iowa. (Figure 11) Other grant-fund-
ed projects include a partnership with Jones County 
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Conservation Board—the recipient of a grant from 
the SHSI to conduct archaeological investigations at 
a looted rockshelter site at Eby’s Mill Wildlife Area 
in Jones County. GCP staff, in coordination with 
Jones County Conservation Board, will be working 
on this project, which includes AmeriCorp crew and 
volunteers, over the next two years. Finally, pending 
Federal Highway Administration approval, the GCP 
received word late in FY 2013 from the statewide 
Transportation Alternatives Program to document 
Iowa’s pre-settlement roads and trails; funding for 
this project will be counted in FY 2014 following re-
ceipt of full agency approval.
FY 2013 saw the completion of previous preser-
vation and public archaeology initiatives that involved 
partnerships with the NPS and Lyon County Histor-
ical Society and Riverboat Foundation that focused 
on programing and a website about Blood Run NHL. 
Archaeological investigations were completed at the 
Patterson Trading Post site and adjacent Meskwaki 
village in partnership with the Amana Colonies Land 
Use District Historic Preservation Commission’s 
Certified Local Government Grant from the SHSI. 
This work led to a grant submitted in FY 2013 by 
the Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa to 
the NPS Tribal Heritage Grant Program. FY 2013 also 
saw the completion of a concept plan for a proposed 
archaeological interpretive center at the Glenwood 
Archaeological State Preserve located in Mills Coun-
ty, Iowa. The plan was produced in partnership be-
tween the OSA, Armadillo Arts of Iowa City, Metzger 
Johnson Architects and Confluence Landscape Archi-
tecture of Iowa City. The concept plan was commis-
sioned by the LHAIC Committee. 
Highway Archaeology Program
The HAP completed its forty third year of con-
tracted services with the Iowa DOT. FY 2013 marked 
the twenty fourth year that historic architectural eval-
uations were prepared for standing buildings sched-
uled for acquisition or removal, and the seventeenth 
year that cultural resource evaluations were provid-
ed for transportation planners and engineers seeking 
cultural resources assistance on proposed highway 
projects. During this period the HAP completed the 
first year of a new three-year contract agreement 
with the Iowa DOT.
Over the past year, the HAP conducted investiga-
tions on 60 projects in 39 counties involving Phase 
IA (reconnaissance), Phase I (survey), and Phase II 
(excavation) studies to evaluate project areas and to 
identify archaeological sites, and to conduct architec-
tural documentation projects on historic sites. Rep-
resentative projects completed included surveys for 
a broad array of bridge replacements, highway recon-
struction corridors, right-of-way and easement acqui-
sitions, and historic architectural evaluations, as well 
as Phase II archaeological excavations. 
During this period, cultural resources investiga-
tions continued for the U.S. 61 four-lane study cor-
ridor in Des Moines and Louisa counties in southeast 
Iowa. Beginning in Burlington and extending north 
nearly 29 km, this corridor received intensive archae-
ological and historic architectural evaluations along 
expanded four-lane relocation and bypass alternates 
covering over 684 ha. The Phase I archaeological sur-
vey covering these additional tracts along the U.S. 61 
corridor discovered 132 new sites and relocated 13 
previously recorded sites (Figure 12). Thus 145 sites 
were investigated, including 110 prehistoric sites, 8 
historic archaeological sites, and 27 with both prehis-
toric and historic materials. Of the sites investigated 
during the survey 127 were considered ineligible for 
the NRHP. Phase II archaeological testing is recom-
mended at 18 sites along the corridor if they cannot 
be avoided by proposed construction activities. Phase 
II excavations had also been recommended at two 
other sites as a result of the 2011 survey of the study 
corridor, thus further excavations are recommended 
for a total of 20 sites. One site, 13DM999, has been 
recommended as eligible for the NRHP based on the 
results of a Phase II conducted in 2011. 
The historic architectural survey along the ex-
panded U.S. 61 corridor included the evaluation of 
12 historic properties in Des Moines County and 
two in Louisa County, as well as eight modern sites 
throughout. Four historic architectural properties 
in Des Moines County contain buildings or struc-
tures that are recommended as individually eligible 
to the NRHP. Site 29-003636 is the 1855 Levi Miller 
Homestead, eligible under Criteria A and C. Site 29-
03640 is the Burlington, Cedar Rapids, and Northern 
Railroad Company 1898 stone arch railroad bridge, 
eligible under Criteria A and C (Figure 13). Site 
29-03694 is the 1852 James B. McCray Farmstead, 
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eligible under Criterion 
C. Site 29-03695 is the 
1849 Hazel Grove Cem-
etery, which is eligible 
under Criterion A and 
Criteria Consideration 
D because it derives its 
primary significance for 
its association with the 
broad patterns of early 
settlement history. 
In central Iowa, a sur-
vey was completed for 
a new corridor focusing 
on segments of U.S. 65, 
Iowa 330, and Iowa 117 
in Jasper County. The proposed highway corridor 
encompasses an area of 370 ha. A rich archaeologi-
cal locality, thirteen previous investigations had been 
conducted completely or partially within the corridor 
study area including two academic research projects, 
six Phase I, three Phase II, and two Phase III archaeo-
logical investigations. A total of 44 archaeological sites 
were identified and evaluated in this study (Figure 
14). Thirteen sites were found to hold the potential 
for containing intact, significant archaeological depos-
its, and Phase II excavations were recommended if 
they could not be avoided by planned construction. 
In northwest Iowa, two Phase II studies were 
completed. In Sac County, a limited Phase II archaeo-
logical evaluation of site 13SA32 was conducted at a 
small portion of this site which lies within a perma-
nent easement acquisition area. Site 13SA32 was re-
corded in 1994 as a result of archaeological surveys 
conducted prior to U.S. 71, Iowa 175, and Iowa 196 
realignment and borrow area selection. Phase I inves-
tigations suggested the site may include the presence 
of Archaic or Woodland components in buried con-
text on an upland landform overlooking the North 
Raccoon River valley. The site was originally deter-
mined to cover more than 2 ha, however, this newly 
Figure 13   Historic site 
29-03640, an 1898 stone 
arch railroad bridge built 
with distinctive architectural 
stone keys notched into the 
rock to prevent slipping. The 
abandoned rail line along 
the U.S. 61 study corridor is 
also a proposed part of the 
Hoover Nature Trail.
Figure 12 Excavations in 
progress at site 13DM1458.
The University of Iowa Office of the State Archaeologist 17
Figure 14 Survey team 
member Meridyth Morgan 
standing on edge of root 
cellar depression at site 
13JP215.
proposed reconstruction requires permanent ease-
ment affecting only the southern tip of the site, two 
percent of the total site area. Following limited Phase 
II testing, the portion of site 13SA32 lying within the 
proposed project area was determined to not meet 
the standards for inclusion in the NRHP, and no fur-
ther archaeological work was recommended at the 
site in association with the present project. 
A Phase II archaeological evaluation was also con-
ducted at site 13SX126, the Younie site, in Sioux 
County. A portion of this site lies within the pro-
posed Iowa 12 slide repair project area. The pro-
posed Iowa 12 slide repair project area includes 2 ha 
along and within the northwest margin of 13SX126. 
In 1895 a prehistoric mound group was excavated on 
the top of the divide between the valleys of the Big 
Sioux River and Sixmile Creek, and within the newly 
defined surface limits of the site. The mound group 
was situated well beyond the current 
project area. Phase II archaeological 
testing confirmed that site 13SX126 
meets qualification standards for inclu-
sion in the NRHP under Criterion D 
(Figure 15). Four cultural components 
were identified in stratified geological 
context at the site. Component I at 
13SX126 is considered significant for 
its potential to yield substantial data 
concerning the late Plains Woodland 
and Late Prehistoric cultural manifes-
tation in northwestern Iowa. Component II includes 
all archaeological materials recovered from the low-
er portion of the soil associated with the Holocene 
Bignell Loess. A 14C radiocarbon assay on bone col-
lagen from a specimen recovered at the base of 
Component II yielded a date of 3670 ± 20 B.P. (radio-
carbon years before present). This component mini-
mally represents a short-term occupation, or series 
of short-term occupations, by Late Archaic people. 
Component III is in a buried soil within the Bignell 
Loess. A 14C radiocarbon assay on bone collagen 
from a specimen recovered from the Component III 
midden yielded a date of 5490 ± 20 B.P. Component 
III is considered a Middle Archaic short-term occupa-
tion representing one of the few extensive intact de-
posits of Middle Archaic cultural material recovered 
in Iowa and offers insights into Middle Archaic cultur-
al landscape of the eastern Great Plains. Component 
Figure 15 Crew members 
Kurtis Kettler and Liz Niec 
excavate deep test units at 
the Younie site, 13SX126.
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IV yielded relatively few artifactual materials, but one 
cultural feature was identified in association with this 
component. Given this component’s geological po-
sition deep in the soil profile, it is speculated that 
Component IV must date to the early portion of the 
Archaic period, or it may even be older. Four tenths 
of a hectare of the site area is within the proposed 
project area. Preservation of this important site was 
recommended, and the Iowa DOT subsequently re-
designed the project to avoid it. 
The procedures developed over the years and 
used by the Iowa DOT and the UI HAP for cultural 
resource assessments are in compliance with state 
and federal regulations and guidelines for fieldwork, 
reporting, and curation of materials. The goals of 
the HAP are to continue to provide the Iowa DOT 
with comprehensive archaeological and historic ar-
chitectural coverage on transportation projects and 
authoritative cultural resource evaluations for trans-
portation enhancement applicants, planners, and en-
gineers, and to use this information to expand the 
knowledge of Iowa’s rich cultural heritage. 
GenerAl services division
Collections Program
By statute (Iowa Code, Chapter 263B and Admin-
istrative Code 685) the OSA is the State Archaeologi-
cal Repository for Iowa. The OSA collections comprise 
archaeological materials and related documentation 
pertaining to Iowa archaeology. Further, the OSA 
maintains collections important to the research and 
educational efforts of the OSA. These include com-
parative and teaching collections of archaeological 
and non-archaeological objects. The OSA curates col-
lections—artifactual materials and associated docu-
ments and photographs—from the OSA Contract 
Services Division, private archaeological consulting 
firms, OSA research, and from private donations. The 
OSA curates collections for federal and state agencies 
including the Rock Island District, Corps of Engineers; 
Kansas City District, Corps of Engineers; U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service; Iowa Army Ammunition Plant; Gen-
eral Services Administration; IDNR; and SHSI. The 
OSA is the designated repository for the Charles R. 
Keyes Archaeological Collection for the SHSI and the 
Paul Sagers Archaeological Collection for the IDNR.
The OSA maintains a relational database for col-
lections and a bibliographic database for documents. 
In FY 2013, 130 artifact collections were newly ac-
cessioned into the repository; 89 from projects con-
ducted by private consulting firms, 38 from projects 
conducted by the OSA’s Contract Services Division, 2 
from the General Services Division, and 1 private do-
nation. The total number of accessioned collections 
at the end of FY 2013 was 14,409. The OSA tracks 
the use of both on-site collection examinations and 
collection loans. In FY 2013, 46 separate collections 
were examined including 12 collections in the Charles 
R. Keyes Collection. The collections were examined by 
eight OSA staff members and six other researchers. A 
total of 18 loan agreements were signed represent-
ing 73 separate collections including 10 Charles R. 
Keyes collections. Collections were loaned for exhib-
its, educational programs, and research. Collections 
were loaned to OSA staff and others including Mis-
sissippi Valley Archaeological Center, UW–La Crosse; 
Department of Sociology and Archaeology, UW–La 
Crosse; Cornell College; Department of Anthropolo-
gy, Iowa State University Archaeological Laboratory; 
UI Old Capitol Museum; and the UI Museum of Natu-
ral History.
The OSA artifactual materials catalog database 
contains nearly one-half million records. This repre-
sents forty percent of the accessioned collections. The 
data are now partially available for access through I-
Sites Pro. The data is expected to be fully accessible 
before the end of FY 2014.
The OSA pursues grants in support of efforts to en-
sure the long-term care for the collections. In FY 2013 
the OSA was awarded $39,776 for the second phase 
of the Preservation of Iowa’s Archaeological Photo-
graphs. A total of 13,481 negatives and prints were 
preserved through digital scanning. This project was 
funded by a SHSI Historic Resource and Development 
Program grant.
The documents bibliographic database holdings 
have increased from 125,000 records in FY 2012 to 
170,000 records in FY 2013. Over 76 percent of these 
records are available digitally. Site sheets, mono-
graphs, and photographs have been uploaded online 
for I-Sites Pro user access. The goals for the Docu-
ments Program are to continue to increase digital 
availability of its holdings for greater ease of access 
Long-time Office of 
the State Archaeol og -
ist (OSA) staff mem-
ber Joe Artz retired 
from The University 
of Iowa (UI) effective 
March 1. Joe started at 
OSA in 1989 with the 
Highway Archaeology 
Program (HAP), hav-
ing worked previously 
as an archaeologist in Kansas (where he earned his M.A. 
degree) and in North Dakota on a variety of contract- and 
grant-funded projects. As part of the HAP staff, Joe had 
the chance to work on projects in many parts of Iowa and 
became increasingly interested in geoarchaeological issues 
including landscape evolution, site formation processes, 
and the preservation potential of different sediments. In 
1999 Joe launched a major initiative at the OSA by tak-
ing over the reins of the Iowa Site File and literally usher-
ing it into the twenty first century by securing grants to 
digitize the data and create a geographic information sys-
tem–based Internet access system called I-Sites. In both 
its public and professional versions, I-Sites revolutionized 
access to information about Iowa archaeological sites. Al-
though it reduced the number of archaeologists trekking 
to Iowa City to visit OSA, enhanced access to the Iowa 
Site File has increased the quality of archaeological con-
sulting. Joe successfully developed other geospatial initia-
tives during his tenure at the OSA and project teams he 
organized and managed tackled projects like improving 
the South Dakota guidelines for conducting geoarchaeo-
logical investigations and assisting the State of Minnesota 
with projects utilizing LiDAR (LIght Detection And Rang-
ing) technology to discover, document, and preserve buri-
al mounds. In post-UI retirement Joe remains active with 
his research efforts in Portugal with Katina Lillios of the 
UI Anthropology Department and in the Plains-Midwest 
region having teamed up with EarthView Environmental, 
Inc., a consulting firm based in Coralville, Iowa. You can 
contact Joe at joe@earthviewenvironmental.com.
This article originally appeared in the Spring 2013 issue (No. 
225) of the Newsletter of the Iowa Archeological Society 63(1):6 
under the title “Joe Artz Retires from UI” by John Doershuk.
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by both scholars and the general public 
while enhancing preservation.
Geospatial Program
FY 2013 was a transitional year for the 
OSA’s Geospatial Program (GEOP). Re-
sponsibility for the ISF and the online I-
Sites Public and I-Sites Pro data portals to 
the ISF was reorganized at the beginning of 
the fiscal year with the ISF becoming part 
of the OSA’s Information Technology Pro-
gram (ITP). This step helped facilitate the 
modernizing and expanding of I-Sites Pro 
which is now supported by a SQL relation-
al database. In addition the I-Sites Pro web 
interface was thoroughly enhanced and up-
graded. The funding associated with the ISF 
(including a portion of the UI general ap-
propriation to the OSA, fees charged for 
ISF searches conducted by OSA staff, and 
license fees for I-Sites Pro online access) 
also transferred to the ITP. With the re-
tirement of GEOP Program Director, Joe 
Artz (see below), geographic information 
system (GIS)-related projects are now be-
ing conducted through the GCP.
Despite these changes, during FY 2013, 
the Geospatial Program received an award 
totaling $74,972 for a new GIS project for 
the State of Minnesota. This award reflects 
the OSA’s previous success conducting ar-
chaeological and GIS research, including in 
Minnesota, as well as the OSA’s nationally 
recognized leadership in research involving 
burial mounds (e.g., successful completion 
in FY 2012 of a grant from the Nation-
al Center for Preservation Training and 
Technology to develop a software tool for 
detecting prehistoric burial mounds using 
LiDAR data). The FY 2013 project funded 
by Minnesota was successfully completed, 
resulting in the technical report, Mapping 
Precontact Burial Mounds in Sixteen Minneso-
ta Counties Using Light Detection and Rang-
ing (LiDAR) and a successful training seminar 
using LiDAR data conducted in Minnesota 
by OSA staff.
Joe Alan Artz
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Information Technology Program
The ITP works closely with OSA staff members, 
UI’s campus-wide Information Technology Systems, 
and various vendors to maintain the OSA’s computer 
network and its many components. The ITP handles 
repairs and upgrades for all OSA information tech-
nology equipment and is responsible for the general 
health of the OSA information technology system—
performing regular and emergency threat detection, 
repair, and removal. Since its inception, the ITP has 
been the lead advisor and is instrumental in all aspects 
of planning and implementing the OSA network sys-
tem including a regular reassessment of all OSA hard-
ware and software.
Software and hardware training for the OSA staff 
also falls within the responsibilities of the ITP. The 
OSA staff is provided with computer training and as-
sistance for all software applications which include 
ESRI ArcGIS 10, GPS data processing software, Mi-
crosoft Office 2010, and Adobe Master Suite CS6.
The ITP is the OSA’s source for web and applica-
tion development and maintenance. ITP manages and 
maintains the OSA website which contains over 200 
pages of data. The website is under migration to the 
UI’s Drupal platform. ITP also hosts a number of ex-
ternal web client partners including the National As-
sociation of State Archaeologists, Council of Councils 
(archaeological professional organizations), the Asso-
ciation of Iowa Archaeologists, and the Iowa Archeo-
logical Society pages. 
Web development became an increasingly im-
portant ITP activity during FY 2013 and significant 
progress was achieved on the multi-year project sup-
ported by FEMA funding called “I-Sites Gov.” This is 
a web application for state constituents lacking pro-
fessional archaeologists on staff but who have a legiti-
mate need for finer scale archaeological data than is 
publicly available via I-Sites Public. The upgrade is in 
testing and the new access portal for I-Sites Gov is 
scheduled for release in 2014. 
The ITP also reviews the UI’s IT Policy Survey and 
IT Parallel System Audit, participates in the activities 
of the UI’s Spam Reduction Team and the Security 
Review Team, and assists with the Campus Informa-
tion Technology Leaders Strategic Security Plan.
During FY 2013, the ITP undertook a number of 
major software upgrades. Since the ITP inception in 
2001, several large-scale conversions were complet-
ed. These conversions include the following:
 • The OSA’s social media presence was sub-
stantially improved. The Iowa Archaeologist 
Facebook page has over 450 active viewers 
looking for Team Archaeology updates and 
Iowa Archaeology updates
 • Twitter feeds during RAGBRAI and now 
more regularly; viewable on the OSA website 
home page; nearly 1,000 followers.
 • SQL server installed to support the OSA’s 
served databases.
 • Website improvements are ongoing. In FY 
2013 many new pages were added, many fo-
cusing on new research including Bloodrunnhl.
com. Many press items were added through-
out the year as streaming video.
 • The ITP contributed a large number of photo-
graphs that are shared with the public through 
the Education and Outreach program.
Iowa Site File
During FY 2013, the ISF, including the I-Sites 
Public and I-Sites Pro Internet access portals, were 
reorganized as part of the ITP. A total of 645 site 
numbers were assigned to newly recorded sites. 
Data for 166 sites were added to the site file. (Fig-
ure 16). Most newly reported sites derive from cul-
tural resource surveys conducted by professional 
archaeologists. Some, however, were also reported 
by landowners, avocational archaeologists, and other 
non-professionals. 
As of June 30, 2013, 26,594 archaeological sites 
were recorded in the ISF. Information on each site 
is recorded in a relational database and locations 
are stored in a GIS. The OSA makes extensive use 
of the GIS and database to respond to site informa-
tion requests from a wide variety of planners and 
researchers. In FY 2013 the Site Records Manager 
conducted 217 data searches for consultants, agen-
cies, and individuals (Figure 17, Table 2). Searches 
generated $21,855 in revenue to help offset pro-
gram costs to maintain the system. The accompany-
ing maps show the location of sites added to the ISF 
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Figure 16 Sites recorded in Fiscal Year 2013.
Figure 17 Site searches in Fiscal Year 2013.
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PublicAtion division
The OSA continues publication of four scientif-
ic series on Iowa archaeology—Contract Completion 
Reports, Project Completion Reports,, and Research Pa-
pers—as well as occasional Special Publications, pam-
phlets, calendars of events, and posters. During FY 
2013, the OSA produced 93 Contract Completion 
Reports and 26 Project Completion Reports; these 
scientific publications are listed in Appendix F. Several 
Research Papers are in progress. 
Staff members continued their steady contribu-
tion of materials to the Newsletter of the Iowa Arche-
ological Society, and the OSA continues its support 
for editing, production, and printing of the Newslet-
ter as well as the annual Journal of the Iowa Archeo-
logical Society. The full-color issues of the Newsletter 
are printed by UI Printing Service’s digital press. Elec-
tronic publishing via the World Wide Web continued 
to grow in FY 2013 with a major effort resulting in 
www.bloodrunnhl.com, web pages dedicated to in-
forming the public about the significance of the Blood 
Run NHL located in Lyon County, Iowa. Transition of 
the OSA website to the UI standard Drupal format be-
gan in FY 2013 and is expected to be completed in 
FY 2014. This transition will enhance the OSA’s ability 
to expand content on the wide variety of information 
related to Iowa archaeology and related subjects rel-
evant to both scholars and the general public.
internAtionAl endeAvors
During FY 2013, Joe Artz continued to work with 
Katina Lillios, UI Department of Anthropology, on the 
analysis of materials from Bolores, a Late Neolithic 
through early Bronze Age mortuary site in Portugal. 
Shirley Schermer and Artz continued their inter-
national involvement with Kosovo related to student 
exchanges and assistance with attempts to establish a 
Department of Archaeology and Physical Anthropol-
ogy at the University of Prishtina. 
GCP Director, Melody Pope, conducted pilot re-
search on lithic use wear for a collaborative research 
project on Neolithic life in Turkmenistan.
in FY 2013. The breakdown of entities consulting the 
site records is as follows:
Information from the ISF is also provided on the 
World Wide Web. The I-Sites Public Internet map 
server (www.uiowa.edu/~osa/gisatosa) provides all 
users with access to maps of all 99 Iowa counties 
showing the locations of Public Land Survey sections 
(1 x 1 mile) where archaeological sites have been 
recorded. A password-protected website (www.io-
waisites.com) provides qualified professional archae-
ologists and their staff with access to more detailed 
data on archaeological sites and related information. 
As of the end of FY 2013, 229 individual users are reg-
istered to use I-Sites Pro, under 31 licenses purchased 
by individuals, firms, and agencies. Licenses fees gen-
erated $33,690 in revenue to help offset program 
costs to maintain the system which gives professional 
consultants full-time access to the OSA’s data records 
concerning recorded archaeological site locations, 
previously archaeologically surveyed areas, and many 
other types of data useful for those providing consult-
ing services.
Client Class Number of Searches
City Governments 11
Cultural Resource Management 
Consultants
56
Developers 90
Engineering/Environmental 
Consultants
15
Federal Agencies 2
Private Citizens 1
Regional Planners, Council of 
Governments
24
State Agencies 13
Student Researchers 5
Table 2 Site Searches by Client
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stAFF leAdershiP service 
And AwArds
In addition to their active participation as mem-
bers of boards, commissions, or committees (Appen-
dix E), several OSA staff members received awards 
and served leadership roles in public and professional 
service during FY 2013. 
Lynn Alex served on the leadership and national 
advisory teams for Project Archaeology, a national 
public education program. She is also the Education 
Committee Co-chair for the Iowa Museum Associa-
tion Board and the Public Education Committee Chair 
for the Society for American Archaeology Award for 
Excellence in Public Education committee. In FY 2013 
she completed her term and retired from the Ad-
visory Board for the Mississippi Valley Archaeology 
Center, UW–La Crosse and the Iowa Museum As-
sociation Board. She was reappointed by Governor 
Branstad to a second three-year term on the Iowa 
State Preserves Advisory Board.
Mark Anderson served as the Anthropology Sec-
tion Chair for the Iowa Academy of Science and si-
multaneously as President of both the Association of 
Iowa Archaeologists and the Iowa Society of the Ar-
chaeological Institute of America.
Joe Artz continued his participation as co-principal 
investigator in a three-year National Science Founda-
tion grant to study the Late Neolithic/Early Bronze 
age transition in the Estremadura region of Portugal 
with project director Katina Lillios, UI Department of 
Anthropology.
John Doershuk was reappointed for the 2012–2013 
academic year as Adjunct Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Anthropology and served as Treasur-
er of the Midwest Archaeological Conference, Inc.
Cherie Haury-Artz continued to serve as the coor-
dinator for the statewide Iowa Archeological Society 
amateur certification program and as a facilitator for 
Iowa’s Project Archaeology
Alan Hawkins served as Treasurer for the Iowa Ar-
cheological Society.
Bryan Kendall served as Treasurer of the Associa-
tion of Iowa Archaeologists.
Stephen Lensink was reappointed for the 2012–
2013 academic year as Adjunct Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Anthropology.
Michael Perry continued service as Editor of the 
Journal of the Iowa Archeological Society.
Melody Pope was reappointed for the 2012–2013 
academic year as Adjunct Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Anthropology.
Shirley Schermer successfully transitioned the Soci-
ety for American Archaeology Public Education Com-
mittee (PEC) State Network chair responsibilities to 
the new PEC Chair; continued involvement with Proj-
ect Archaeology, and continues to serve as Adjunct 
Instructor with the Department of Anthropology. 
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Review of Fiscal Year 2013 Annual Work Plan 
Accomplishments
analyses of unmarked burials from a nine-
teenth-century historic cemetery in Dubuque 
while continuing to provide high quality state-
wide osteological services to law enforcement 
personnel as needed. On-going, completion ex-
pected during FY 2014.
5. Continue building on OSA strengths in LiDAR, 
GIS, and high accuracy field mapping technol-
ogies to prepare a NEH Collaborative Research 
Program grant submission that extends OSA’s 
program of research on ancient landscapes 
and burial mounds. Partial success: Minnesota 
mounds LiDAR grant secured and completed; NEH 
grant remains in development.
6. Complete the first and initiate the second year 
of the funded SAFETEA-LU Transportation En-
hancement Grant Program award “Bringing the 
Glenwood Culture to Iowans: Research, Publication, 
and Engagement on Archaeological Sites Excavat-
ed by The Iowa Department of Transportation” in-
cluding further OSA web development of the 
Portal to Iowa’s Past. Successful completion of 
Year 1 and initiation of Year 2.
7. Conduct a national search for a Director of 
Education and Outreach to replace retiring di-
rector Lynn Alex. On-going; search initiated and 
expected to be completed FY 2014.
8. Continue to conduct high quality archaeo-
logical, architectural history, osteological, 
and geospatial research for regional, national 
and international grant and contract-funded 
The FY 2013 Annual Work Plan for the OSA set 
18 specific objectives, all completely or at least par-
tially accomplished, to be achieved during the fiscal 
year. These objectives address the goals as set forth 
in OSA’s five-year strategic plan for 2010–2016 (see 
Appendix A):
1. Offer a fall 2012 First-year Seminar honors sec-
tion entitled “Archaeology” which engages par-
ticipating students in current research at the 
OSA and Macbride Hall (Anthropology and 
Museum of Natural History) archaeological 
laboratories. Successful, 15 participants.
2. Engage in an intensive community engagement 
project with the Lyon County Historical Soci-
ety designed to promote preservation of the 
Blood Run NHL. Successful, three public eve-
ning talks and more than 30 classroom visits, plus 
website (bloodrunnhl.com) and traveling exhibition 
developed.
3. Utilize OSA resources to offer undergradu-
ate and graduate students research (e.g., Iowa 
Center for Research by Undergraduates) and 
employment opportunities including as volun-
teers, work-study students, research assistants, 
and interns and mentor graduate students in 
Anthropology (especially those working on a 
Master’s degree specialization in cultural re-
source management archaeology). Successful, 
22 students involved (see Table 8).
4. Complete archaeological and osteological re-
porting for the identification, excavation, and 
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sponsors. Successful, $2.7 million in grant and 
contract funding secured including $496,484 re-
turned to UI as Facilities & Administrative costs.
9. Complete modernization of I-Sites Pro to im-
prove web and server-side security; enhance 
client experience through improved interfaces 
and query capabilities; upgrade web and data-
base components to comply with current tech-
nology. Successful.
10. Pursue State of Minnesota funding for a project 
involving application of LiDAR and GIS tech-
nologies in documenting and preserving an-
cient burial mounds. Successful: $75,000.
11. Offer a UI Spring Semester course through 
the Department of Anthropology, Cultural Re-
source Management (CRM) Archaeology: Prac-
tice and Practicalities, to graduate and advanced 
undergraduates students to enhance their 
understanding of CRM and employment op-
portunities as consulting archaeologists. Suc-
cessful: 18 students (including three graduate 
students) participated.
12. Engage in the development of a concept/master 
plan for the LHAIC as part of a team of part-
ners contracted by the LHAIC Board of Direc-
tors. Successful.
13. Continue current National Science Founda-
tion–funded OSA involvement with the Bolo-
res, Portugal project in collaboration with the 
UI Department of Anthropology. Successful.
14. Continue initiatives in international coopera-
tive research including lithic microwear and 
osteological (e.g., Kosovo) projects. Successful.
15. Continue collaboration with UI Press regard-
ing completion of an archaeological guide to 
discoveries across Iowa. Ongoing: book project 
underway.
16. Submit for publication at least 10 journal ar-
ticles and book chapters, including to peer-
reviewed journals, and continue contributions 
to online websites and wikis to improve the 
dissemination of information about the signifi-
cance and value of Iowa’s past. Successful.
17. Organize the exhibition, Conflict on the Iowa 
Frontier: Perspectives on the War of 1812, in 
conjunction with UI Pentacrest Museums and 
UI Library Special Collections for fall 2012 to 
spring 2013 featuring OSA’s research at the 
Fort Madison (13LE10) battlefield. Successful.
18. Serve as partner to the 2013 Obermann Cen-
ter Graduate Institute on Engagement and the 
Academy to share OSA’s extensive engage-
ment practices. Successful.
Summary
The OSA continued its wide-ranging research, ed-
ucation, and service programs during FY 2013 with 
broad-based involvement by the OSA staff. In addi-
tion to the above noted accomplishments are the fol-
lowing highlights:
 • Iowa Archaeology Month 2012: featuring the 
updated booklet Archaeology on the Road that 
took word of Iowa’s archaeological heritage 
to communities and riders along the route of 
RAGBRAI, July 21–28, 2012 as well as to the 
annual Meskwaki Powwow in Tama, Hoover-
fest in West Branch, Lakeside Lab Natural 
History Weekend in Milford, Wickiup Hill 
Native American Day in Palo and Heritage 
Day at Wildcat Den State Park near Mus-
catine, as well as presentations at individual 
communities around the state (see Appendix 
B for details);
 • OSA open house event for over 100 visiting 
Ioway tribe members from Oklahoma, Kansas, 
and Nebraska featuring archaeological materi-
als recovered from Ioway ancestral (Oneota 
culture) sites as part of celebrations for the 
world premiere of “Lost Nation: The Ioway 
2 & 3” which was shown following a welcom-
ing ceremony including Tribal dignitaries and 
Iowa Senators Joe Bolkcom and William Dot-
zler at Macbride Auditorium, February 23, 
2013;
 • Award of a $7,500 Arts and Humanities Initiative 
internal UI grant to Robin Lillie for support of 
assistant Jennifer Mack’s time writing sections 
of their UI Press book, Tender Mercies of Our 
Successors, about the Dubuque Third Street 
cemetery; and
 • Award a $7,500 UI Digital Studio to William 
Whittaker for the Public Humanities internal 
Figure 18 Flier for the world premier of the Lost Nation: The Ioway 2 & 3.
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UI grant for his project involving the photo 
recordation of Iowa towns and organizing 
these photographs and metadata for the Iowa 
Digital Library Collection.
Joseph A. Tiffany and Lynn M. Alex were named 
OSA Adjunct Research Associates following their re-
spective retirements from UW–La Crosse and the 
OSA. Both are continuing their Iowa archaeology 
research efforts and serve as valuable resources for 
OSA staff.
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Fiscal Year 2014: Plans and Prospects
3. Utilize OSA resources to offer undergraduate 
and graduate students research and employ-
ment opportunities including as volunteers, 
work-study students, research assistants, and 
interns, and mentor graduate students in An-
thropology (especially those working on a Mas-
ter’s degree specialization in CRM archaeology).
4. Extend the impact of the OSA’s various social 
media efforts (e.g., Facebook and Twitter) to 
increase the number of followers and timely 
dissemination of information on Iowa archae-
ology topics.
5. Collaborate with the UI Pentacrest Museums 
and other campus partners in developing a ma-
jor traveling public engagement program via a 
statewide “Dare to Discover” mobile museum 
and “engagement portal” website. 
6. Complete archaeological and osteological re-
porting for the identification, excavation, and 
analyses of unmarked burials from a nine-
teenth-century historic cemetery in Dubuque 
while continuing to provide high quality state-
wide osteological services to law enforcement 
personnel as needed.
7. Complete the second and initiate the third 
year of the funded SAFETEA-LU (Safe, Account-
able, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act) 
Transportation Enhancement Grant Program 
award “Bringing the Glenwood Culture to Io-
wans: Research, Publication, and Engagement on 
In FY 2014 the OSA will continue energetically 
pursuing research, education and outreach, and ser-
vice activities throughout Iowa, the surrounding re-
gion, and internationally. In the process, the OSA will 
continue engaging with a wide variety of publics in 
and outside of Iowa. 
For FY 2014 the OSA has established 15 specific 
objectives which reflect the goals identified in OSA’s 
Strategic Plan: 2010–2016 (see Appendix A). These 
objectives are designed to focus OSA staff energy 
toward contributing to UI’s efforts to be a leading 
public research university while cost-efficiently maxi-
mizing the development, dissemination, and preserva-
tion of knowledge of Iowa’s human past. The specific 
objectives are:
1. Offer a fall 2013 First-year Seminar honors sec-
tion entitled “Archaeology” which engages par-
ticipating students in current research at the 
OSA and Macbride Hall (Anthropology and 
Museum of Natural History) archaeological 
laboratories.
2. Engage in an intensive community engagement 
project with the City of Oakville funded by a 
SHSI Resource Development Program grant 
matched by local funds and OSA contributed 
effort entitled: “Celebrating Survival: Creat-
ing the Oakville Archaeological and Historical 
Museum.”
Figure 19 Examples of web-based heritage tourism.
FY 2013 Annual Report30
Archaeological Sites Excavated by The Iowa De-
partment of Transportation.”
8. Complete a national search for a Director of 
Education and Outreach to replace retired di-
rector Lynn Alex.
9. Continue to conduct high quality archaeologi-
cal, architectural history, and osteological re-
search for regional, national, and international 
grant and contract-funded sponsors as staff ex-
pertise and opportunity permits.
10. In cooperation with FEMA, Iowa Homeland 
Security, and the Louisa-Des Moines County 
Drainage District #4, develop I-Sites Gov, an 
online tool for enhancing decision-making con-
cerning the need for, and scoping of, archaeo-
logical investigations in Iowa.
11. Offer a Fall 2013 course through the Depart-
ment of Anthropology, Lithic Analysis in Archae-
ology: Practicum in Lithic Analysis, to graduate 
and undergraduate students to enhance their 
understanding of lithic analysis method and 
theory. 
12. Continue initiatives in international coopera-
tive research including lithic microwear and 
osteological (e.g., Kosovo) projects.
13. Continue collaboration with UI Press regarding 
completion of an archaeological guide to dis-
coveries across Iowa by Lynn Alex, Mary De La 
Garza, and William Whittaker.
14. Submit for publication at least 10 journal ar-
ticles and book chapters, including to peer-
reviewed journals, and continue contributions 
to online websites and wikis to improve the 
dissemination of information about the signifi-
cance and value of Iowa’s past.
15. Initiate planning for a web-based “Ancient 
Trails of Iowa” heritage tourism project that 
combines the best of Iowa statewide tourism 
linked to historical architecture, landscapes, 
and archaeological sites (see mobile application 
for smart phones and tablets, Figure 19).
Heritage tourism 
will combine historic 
architecture, landscapes, and 
archaeological sites.
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Budget for Fiscal Year 2013
The OSA budget for FY 2013 totaled $3,384,040. 
Of this total, $556,823 (16.5 percent) consisted of UI 
General Education Fund (GEF) appropriations for sal-
aries, benefits, general operating expenses, and safety 
equipment (Tables 3 and 4) integral to meeting Iowa 
Code mandates for the office including ancient buri-
als protection, maintenance of the State Archaeologi-
cal Repository, and providing ISF data to the public, 
consultants and researchers, as well as for conduct-
ing research and promoting preservation of Iowa’s 
non-renewable archaeological resources. In keep-
ing with the OSA’s role as a UI center for research 
activities that complement and extend the projects 
possible through the GEF appropriation, a variety 
of sponsored grants and contracts were secured by 
the office. As is typical, the majority (83.5 percent) 
of OSA funding for FY 2013 was derived from spon-
sored projects, fees, contributions, and UI Research 
Incentive support (Tables 3, 5–7). The HAP contract 
with the Iowa DOT accounted for the greatest single 
source of support, amounting to 65 percent of to-
tal OSA funding for FY 2013. New funding for spon-
sored research other than the HAP contract totaled 
$497,084 for FY 2013. The number of full- and part-
time employees for all programs during FY 2013 to-
taled 75. (Tables 8 and 9, Figure 22).
Figure 20 and Table 3 show the OSA annual bud-
get totals from FY 1987 through FY 2013. Funding 
from UI appropriations has increased slowly through 
most of this period reflecting annual raises to UI staff 
as authorized by the Board of Regents as there has 
been relatively little change through the past 20 years 
at OSA in the number of GEF-supported positions. 
Downward funding fluctuations reflect, for example, 
temporary periods of transition between directors 
resulting in fewer salary and fringe benefit dollars be-
ing allocated to the office while the position went un-
filled during the search process.
As Table 3 and Figure 20 document, funding re-
ceived by the OSA from sponsored research sources 
has greatly increased over the past two decades; the 
size of the professional research staff has increased 
concomitantly. In 1987 for each $1 of UI appropria-
tions received, the OSA typically secured $2 of spon-
sored research support. For the twenty-year-period 
FY 1994 through FY 2013, the OSA has generated an 
average $2.9 million in sponsored research support, 
significantly augmenting the OSA’s ability to gener-
ate new knowledge about Iowa archaeology and the 
opportunity for substantial public outreach, both in 
keeping with the OSA’s primary mission.
Figure 21 further illustrates the positive financial 
impact of OSA’s presence at UI. Through its spon-
sored research activity the OSA has generated and 
returned to UI $4.8 million over the past 10 fiscal 
years. These funds are required “Facilities and Ad-
ministrative” (F&A) costs collected as part of projects 
undertaken by the OSA in its role as a UI research 
department. The OSA’s projected funding from spon-
sored research funding sources appears stable for 
FY 2014 with several large-scale grant-and contract-
funded projects underway. 
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Figure 20 Office of the State Archaeologist (OSA) funding levels, Fiscal Years 1987–2013.
Figure 21 Comparison of University of Iowa (UI) General Education funding allocation with Facilities and Administrative 
costs generated for the UI through Office of the State Archaeologist (OSA) grant and contract activity, Fiscal Years 
1996–2013.
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Table 3 Office of the State Archaeologist Budgets, Fiscal Years 1987–2013
Fiscal 
Year
University of 
Iowa GEF1 
Support2
Research 
Incentive 
Funds3
Gifts and 
Return on 
Endowments4
Fees and 
Contributions5
Grants and 
Contracts6 Total
% Non-
GEF 
Support
1987 $166,378 — — — $343,814 $510,192 67.4
1988 $180,450 — — — $381,611 $562,061 67.9
1989 $218,321 — — — $746,440 $964,761 77.4
1990 $250,721 — — $3,392 $758,115 $1,012,228 75.2
1991 $241,892 — — $20,666 $1,032,124 $1,294,682 81.3
1992 $231,763 — — $4,828 $1,355,345 $1,591,936 85.4
1993 $248,162 — — $3,925 $1,503,660 $1,755,747 85.9
1994 $255,391 — — $995 $1,860,710 $2,117,096 87.9
1995 $273,846 — — $3,442 $1,815,692 $2,092,980 86.9
1996 $302,603 — — $9,599 $2,143,301 $2,455,503 87.7
1997 $343,630 $9,227 — $4,874 $1,792,913 $2,150,644 83.6
1998 $423,937 $16,108 — $5,750 $3,044,573 $3,490,368 87.4
1999 $379,304 $10,249 — $16,551 $2,726,245 $3,132,349 87.6
2000 $388,748 $13,614 — $14,288 $3,085,581 $3,502,231 88.5
2001 $395,735 $12,336 — $41,569 $3,531,186 $3,980,826 89.7
2002 $408,102 $15,346 — $50,414 $3,791,216 $4,265,078 90.1
2003 $434,657 $15,495 $100 $35,966 $2,551,074 $3,037,292 85.2
2004 $465,291 $13,756 $370 $58,244 $2,589,257 $3,126,918 84.7
2005 $458,501 $14,834 $60 $101,250 $2,357,860 $2,932,505 83.9
2006 $492,868 $14,933 $60 $51,872 $2,474,091 $3,031,824 83.2
2007 $444,831 $14,176 $6,200 $81,653 $3,876,329 $4,423,189 89.5
2008 $543,708 $17,838 $10,006 $203,489 $3,471,418 $4,246,459 86.5
2009 $581,252 $23,276 $2,520 $376,553 $3,622,303 $4,605,904 87.4
2010 $560,044 $22,115 $2,756 $195,048 $2,854,434 $3,634,397 84.6
2011 $526,065 $16,751 $6,624 $320,615 $3,577,491 $4,447,546 88.2
2012 $545,644 $22,549 $1,519 $324,342 $1,607,403 $2,501,457 78.2
2013 $556,823 $18,866 $2,410 $103,277 $2,702,664 $3,384,040 83.5
1General Education Fund
2Safety equipment contributions by The University of Iowa (UI) are not included for any year prior to FY 2007, nor are 
they available for these years. 
3Research Incentive funds first became available in FY 1997. 
4Amounts for gifts are not available for FY 1987 through FY 2002. Gifts include return on the UI Foundation’s endow-
ment funds for the Office of the State Archaeologist (Table 3).
5Amounts for fees and contributions are not available for FY 1987 through FY 1989. Totals for FY 1990 through FY 
2000 and FY 2002 do not include I-Site Pro license and site search fees, and totals for FY 1990 through FY 1999 do 
not include Burials Program fees.
6Grants and contracts generated the following Facilities and Administration returns for the UI: FY 2013, $496,486; FY 
2012, $593,395; FY 2011, $534,829; FY 2010, $440,829, FY 2009, $532,334, FY 2008, $580,886; FY 2007, $469,414; FY 
2006, $373,047; FY 2005, $392,968; FY 2004, $390,363; FY 2003, $361,995; FY 2002, $407,757; FY 2001, $403,836; FY 
2000, $324,627; FY 1999, $358,258; FY 1998, $269,706; FY 1997, $423,888; FY 1996, $242,812.
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Table 4 University of Iowa General 
Education Fund Support for Office of the 
State Archaeologist Operations, Fiscal Year 
2013
Table 5 Gifts and Return on Endowments, 
Fiscal Year 2013
Midwest Archaeological Fund $1,036
University of Iowa Foundation-Staff 
Excellence Fund
$1,374
    Total $2,410
Salaries $388,397
Fringe Benefits $147,591
General Expenses $14,791
Safety Equipment $1,552
General Expenses, Burials Program $4,492
     Total $556,823
Table 6 Funding Received from Fees and 
Contributions, Fiscal Year 2013
Burials Program $3,300
Curation Services Program1 $38,368
Education and Outreach Program $5,315
Information Technology Program $55,545
Publications Program $749
     Total $103,277
 1Includes return on the endowment fund held by 
The University of Iowa for the Office of the State 
Archaeologist.
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Table 7 Funding Received for Sponsored Research and Services, Fiscal Year 20131
Project by Program County Award
Collections Program
SHSI–HRDP: Preservation of Iowa’s Archaeological Photographs Statewide $39,776
     Subtotal $39,776
Education and Outreach Program
Golden Hills RC&D (REAP–CEP) Project Archaeology workshop Mills $1,623
REAP–CEP: “Investigating Shelter, A Midwestern Wickiup” Linn $15,695
IDNR: Des Moines River Historical Interpretive Plan Polk $14,301
Archaeological Institute of America: “Iowa Archaeology 2013” Statewide $3,000
     Subtotal $34,619
General Contracts Program2
IDNR: Springbrook State Park shower building construction assessment Guthrie $242
GSS–Cedar County Pcs LLC: cell tower assessment Cedar $244
IDNR: Wilson Island State Park various improvements assessment Pottawattamie $249
GSS–US Cellular: Coral Ridge cell tower assessment Johnson $249
IDNR: Albright’s canoe access assessment Hamilton $250
IDNR: Backbone State Park sign installation assessment Delaware $250
IDNR: Banner Lakes at Summerset State Park fishing pier and trail construction 
assessment
Warren $250
IDNR: Boone Forks canoe access assessment Webster $250
IDNR: Brushy Creek SRA playground construction assessment Webster $250
IDNR: DeWitt boat ramp assessment Scott $250
IDNR: Elk Rock State Park two shower facility construction assessment Marion $250
IDNR: George Wyth State Park sidewalk construction assessment Black Hawk $250
IDNR: Lake Anita basketball court assessment Cass $250
IDNR: Maquoketa Caves State Park sign installation assessment Jackson $250
IDNR: Olin boat ramp realignment assessment Jones $250
IDNR: Pilot Knob State Park campground improvement  assessment Hancock $250
IDNR: Prairie Rose State Park building and campsite construction  assessment Shelby $250
IDNR: Saylorville Unit house removal assessment Boone $250
IDNR: Trumbull Lake Prairie Lakes Wildlife Unit lake restoration project  
assessment
Clay $250
IDNR: Tunnel Mill canoe access Hamilton $250
IDNR: Viking Lake State Park latrine and water line construction assessment Montgomery $250
IDNR: Volga River parking lot assessment Fayette $250
GSS–I wireless: Davenport cell tower assessment Scott $250
Meskwaki Tribe: wind turbines  assessment Tama $500
GSS–Rolling Hills Communication, Inc.: Jasper road cell tower Phase I Cass $1,200
USDA: FMS residential development Dubuque $1,282
IDNR: E. B. Lyons Interpretive Center gas line Phase I Dubuque $1,300
GSS–I Wireless–Rolling Hills Communications, Inc.: Lyman cell tower Phase I Cass $1,300
GSS–Racom Corporation: +-Polk City cell tower Phase I Polk $1,300
GSS–US Cellular: Russell cell tower Phase I Lucas $1,300
GSS–US Cellular: Williams cell tower Phase I Lucas $1,300
IDNR SRF: City of Denver wastewater lift station Phase I Bremer $1,315
IDNR: Lake Macbride latrine Phase I Johnson $1,420
City of Monticello: ambulance service emergency communications tower Phase I Jones $1,500
GSS–US Cellular: Clear Lake North 2 cell tower Phase I Cerro Gordo $1,500
USDA: 1000-hog confinement building Phase I Iowa $1,500
IDALS: Mines Boender 2 AML Site Phase I Mahaska $1,534
IDALS: Mines Ver Ploeg AML Phase I Marion $1,534
IDNR SRF: City of Durant wastewater Phase I Muscatine $1,562
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Table 7, Continued
Project by Program County Award
IDALS Mines: Harrington AML Phase I Davis $1,630
IDALS Mines: Van Beek AML Phase I Mahaska $1,630
IDNR SRF: Timber Ridge Poweshiek Water Association connection Phase I Benton $1,639
Stanley Consultants–Polk County Conservation Board: Yellow Banks Park dam 
improvements Phase I
Polk $1,664
IDNR: Backbone State Park CCC Cabin 4 restoration and addition Phase I Delaware $1,702
Merjent-ANR: Winfield ditch Phase I Henry $1,752
IDALS Mines Division: teach AML site Phase I Wapello $1,754
IDALS Mines Division: Judge AML site Phase I Monroe $1,784
IDNR: Lake Darling shoreline modification Phase I Washington $1,892
IDNR SRF: City of New London wastewater treatment facility Phase I Henry $1,922
IDNR SRF: Holy Cross waterline Phase I Dubuque $1,938
IDNR: Boone Forks (Kopp Tract) building removal Phase I Webster $1,939
IDNR: Black Hawk Lake WMA Mehroff Tract trenches Phase I Sac $2,034
IDNR: Beeds Lake State Park sewer construction Phase I Franklin $2,134
IDNR: Elk Rock State Park showers, Version 2 Phase I Marion $2,197
IDNR: Larson Tract building removal Phase I Humboldt $2,258
IDNR: Pella fence replacement Phase I Marion $2,288
IDNR: Lake of Three Fires campground improvements Phase I Taylor $2,309
IDNR: Mini-Wakan cul-de-sac Phase I Dickinson $2,333
IDNR: Hanlontown Slough building removal Phase I Worth $2,405
MMS: Scales Bend Road, North Liberty Phase I Johnson $2,455
IDNR: Pleasant Valley State Park floodplain restoration, parking, and trail 
construction Phase I
Dallas $2,478
IDNR: Ventura Marsh WMA Phase I
Cerro Gordo/
Hancock
$2,755
IDNR: Troyna WMA wetlands construction Phase I Chickasaw $2,770
Stanley Consultants–Polk County Conservation Board: Fort Des Moines Park 
improvements northeast dam area Phase I
Polk $2,789
HUD: WCIAAA Hamilton Place Apartments, City of Burlington Phase I Des Moines $2,864
IDNR: Brushy Creek SRA All-Weather Trail extension Phase I Webster $2,970
IDNR: Green Valley State Park alignment adjustment trail Phase I Union $3,083
IDNR: Mini-Wakan northern boundary definition for site 13DK143 additional Phase I Dickinson $3,092
IDNR: Ames Thirteenth Street dam modification Phase I Story $3,130
IDNR: Rice Lake channel excavation Phase I Worth $3,426
IDNR: Matsell Bridge wetlands Phase I Linn $3,523
Northeast Missouri Electric Power Cooperative: monitoring site 13HN367 Henry $3,538
IDNR: Backbone State Park CCC cabin restorations Phase I Delaware $3,612
IDNR: Geode State Park waste water line Phase I Henry $3,769
IDALS: Floyd County wetland Phase I Floyd $3,818
IDALS: Sac County wetland Phase I Sac $3,886
IDNR: Clear Lake shoreline stabilization Phase I Cerro Gordo $3,953
IDNR SRF: Bedford water Phase I Taylor $4,060
The Whiting Turner Group–Google: server center borrow Phase I Mills $4,081
IDNR: Boji-View wetlands Phase I Dickinson $4,086
IDNR: White House architectural history Phase I Winneshiek $4,318
IDNR: Lake Darling dredge spoil pile Phase I Washington $4,477
IDNR: water trails program, West Nishnabotna segment
Mills/ 
Pottawattamie
$4,494
IDNR: Lucille White House land swap Phase I Winneshiek $4,498
IDNR: 12 Mile Lake wetland Phase I Union $4,736
IDNR SRF: Addendum 8 City of Oakland new RO outfall pipe Phase I Pottawattamie $5,261
IDNR: Boone waterworks dam architectural history Phase I Boone $5,263
IDNR: Brushy Creek SRA trails construction Phase I Webster $5,393
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Table 7, Continued
Project by Program County Award
IDNR: Addition to E. B. Lyons Interpretive Area Phase I Dubuque $5,397
IDALS: Hardin County wetland Phase I Hardin $5,458
TeKippe Engineering: whitewater and habitat improvement Phase I Delaware $5,982
IDNR: Brushy Creek SRA beach development Phase I Webster $6,345
Stanley Consultants–Polk County Conservation Board: Fort Des Moines Park 
improvements Phase I
Polk $6,389
IDNR: Pleasant Creek State Park electrical line Phase I Linn $6,423
UI Digital Studio for the Public Humanities: Iowa towns photograph archiving Statewide $6,505
Preserves Board: Spirit Knoll archaeological survey Plymouth $6,831
Polk County Conservation: Jester Park education complex Phase I Polk $7,072
IDNR: Hottes and Marble Lake restoration project Phase I Dickinson $7,561
City of Dubuque: Bottoms Trust at E. B. Lyons, architectural history  Phase I Dubuque $8,962
IDNR: Green Valley State Park rock surfacing of trail Phase I Union $12,054
Van Buren County Engineer: three bridges Phase I Van Buren $12,985
IDNR: Rockford Dam removal archaeological mitigation project Floyd $15,411
Jones County Conservation: rockshelter investigation Jones $28,685
IDNR SRF: Addendum 5 South Ottumwa sanitary sewer separation project Phase 5, 
Division 2 Phase I
Wapello $30,794
     Subtotal         $347,717
Geospatial Program
State of Minnesota: LiDAR mapping of Minnesota burial mound sites Statewide (MN) $74,972
Highway Archaeology Program2
Iowa DOT: Iowa 92 right-of-way acquisition Phase I Warren $3,842
Iowa DOT: U.S 65 Fort Dodge architectural history assessment Webster $3,931
Iowa DOT: Iowa 196 architectural history Phase I Sac $5,732
Iowa DOT: Atalissa weigh station architectural history Phase I Muscatine $5,941
Iowa DOT: Iowa 4 bridge replacement Phase I Palo Alto $6,772
Iowa DOT: Iowa 281 bridge replacement Phase I Black Hawk $6,982
Iowa DOT: alleged cemetery investigation Louisa $9,057
Iowa DOT: Iowa 376 right-of-way acquisition Phase I Woodbury $9,693
Iowa DOT: Iowa 4 bridge replacement Phase I Emmet $9,771
Iowa DOT: Iowa 4 bridge replacement Phase I Emmet $9,771
Iowa DOT: Iowa 3 bridge replacement Phase I Plymouth $12,167
Iowa DOT: Iowa 92 reconstruction Phase I Warren $13,161
Iowa DOT: Iowa DOT land parcel Phase I Chickasaw $18,263
Iowa DOT: limited Phase I, site 13SA32 excavation Sac $18,607
Iowa DOT: Iowa 183 right-of-way acquisition Phase I Monona $20,190
Iowa DOT: U.S. 52 architectural history Phase I Dubuque $25,265
Iowa DOT: Iowa 15 bridge replacement Phase I Humboldt $32,655
Iowa DOT: Iowa 330/U.S. 65 historic architectural Phase I Jasper $33,308
Iowa DOT: wetland mitigation project Phase I Hardin $33,477
Iowa DOT: Independence Mental Health Institute roads architectural history Phase I Buchanan $37,854
Iowa DOT: Iowa 12 Phase II, site 13SX126 excavation Sioux $52,182
Iowa DOT: U.S. 61 reconstruction architectural history Phase I Des Moines $57,439
Iowa DOT: Iowa 330/U.S. 65 corridor survey Jasper $127,251
Iowa DOT: Iowa 330/U.S. 65 Phase II, excavation at nine sites Jasper $205,931
Iowa DOT: U.S. 61 reconstruction Phase I Des Moines $536,146
Iowa DOT: Highway Archaeology Program Annual Contract Statewide $910,192
    Subtotal $2,205,580
   Grand Total $2,702,664
1Abbreviation key: AML = Abandoned Mine Land; CCC = Civilian Conservation Corps; CEP = Conservation Education 
Program; FMS = Farm Management Service; HUD = U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development; HRDP = 
Historic Resource Development Program; IDALS = Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship; IDNR = 
FY 2013 Annual Report40
Iowa Department of Natural Resources; Iowa DOT = Iowa Department of Transportation; LiDAR = LIght Distance 
and Ranging; REAP = Resource Enhancement and Protection; USC = US Cellular; GSS = Groundwater Service and 
Supply, Inc.; REAP = Resource Enhancement and Protection; RC&D = Resource Conservation and Development; RO 
= reserve osmosis; SHSI = State Historical Society of Iowa; SRA = State Recreation Area; SRF = State Revolving Fund; 
UI = The University of Iowa; USDA = U.S. Department of Agriculture; WCIAAA = West Central Illinois Area Agency 
on Aging; WMA = Wildlife Management Area; WRA = Wastewater Reclamation Authority
2All assessments and Phase I surveys are archaeological unless otherwise noted.
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Table 8 Permanent Staff, Office of the State Archaeologist, Fiscal Year 2013
Name Title Division Funding %FTE
Lynn Alex
Education and Outreach Program 
Director
General Services University/external 50
Dominique Alhambra Collections Management Assistant General Services University/external 100
Mark Anderson Project Archaeologist Contract Services external 100
Joe Artz Geospatial Program Director General Services University/external 100
Richard Carlson Architectural Historian Contract Services external 100
Angela Collins Project Archaeologist Contract Services external 100
James Collins Project Archaeologist Contract Services external 100
John Cordell Repository Manager General Services University/external 100
Mary De La Garza Systems Administrator Contract Services external 100
John Doershuk Director, State Archaeologist General Services University 100
Colleen Eck Site Records Manager General Services University/external 100
Alan Hawkins Project Archaeologist Contract Services external 100
John Hedden Project Archaeologist Contract Services external 100
Daniel Horgen Assistant Project Archaeologist Contract Service external 100
Marlin Ingalls Architectural Historian Contract Services external 100
Linda Langenberg Professional Departmental Assistant General Services University 100
Stephen Lensink Associate Director General Services University 100
Robin Lillie Skeletal Biologist Research University/external 100
Carl Merry
Highway Archaeology Program 
Director
Contract Services external 100
Blane Nansel Project Archaeologist Contract Services external 100
Amy Pegump Research Administrator General Services University/external 100
Michael Perry Project Archaeologist Contract Services external 100
Cynthia Peterson Project Archaeologist Contract Services external 100
Melody Pope
General Contracts Program 
Director
Contract Services external 100
Melanie Riley
Geographic Information Systems 
Specialist
Contract Services external 100
Shirley Schermer Burials Program Director Research University 100
Maria Schroeder Assistant Architectural Historian Contract Services external 100
W. Lane Shields Project Archaeologist Contract Services external 100
William Whittaker Project Archaeologist Contract Services external 100
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Madison Adams
Lynn Alex
Dominique Alhambra
Nicholas Alhambra
Hassina Aliane
Mark Anderson
Joe Artz
David Bartlett
Richard Beckley
John Bergholz
Stephen Berquist
Emilia Bristow
Richard Carlson
Carrie Christman
Angela Collins
James Collins
Jenna Coppola
John Cordell
Laura Crawford
Warren Chen Davis
Mary De La Garza
John Doershuk
Brian Drake
Colleen Eck
Seanna Feijo
Robert Flagg
Elizabeth Fox
Murray Grant
Patrick Hashman
Chérie Haury-Artz
Alan Hawkins
John Hedden
Daniel Horgen
Marlin Ingalls
Bryan Kendall
Hannah Scates Kettler
Kurtis Kettler
Anna Kopecky
Anson Kritsch
Heidi Lack
Linda Langenberg
Calvin Lehman
Stephen Lensink
Robin Lillie
Jennifer Mack
Carl Merry
Elizabeth Miller
Blane Nansel
Elizabeth Niec
Sheila Oberreuter
Jacqueline Otting
Meridyth Patrick
Amy Pegump
Tyler Perkins
Michael Perry
Cynthia Peterson
Melody Pope
Christy Rickers
Amy Rieffer
Melanie Riley
Brian Ross
Teresa Rucker
Shirley Schermer
Maria Schroeder
Katharine Schwantes
Rebecca Sexton
Lane Shields
Suzanna Sieren
Levi Smith
Jennifer Sweet
Jessica Tuttle
Stephen Valdez
Kevin Verhulst
William Whittaker
Samuel Yeates
Table 9 All Staff, Office of the State Archaeologist, Fiscal Year 2013
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Table 10 Students Participating in Office of the State Archaeologist Activities, Fiscal Year 
2013
Name Affiliation Major Year Program
Work-study students
Madison Adams University of Iowa Anthropology sophomore Archives
Seanna Feijo University of Iowa Art freshman Archives
Tyler Perkins University of Iowa Anthropology senior Burials
Jacqueline Otting University of Iowa
Secondary Education, 
Chinese
sophomore Archives
Rebecca Sexton University of Iowa Anthropology senior Curation and Archives
Student employees completing degree requirements using OSA resources
Warren Daniels
University of 
Northern Iowa
History Junior Education & Outreach
Audrey Jaksich
University of 
Nebraska
Anthropology
graduate 
student
Burials
Katelyn Hillmeyer Cornell College Art History and Archaeology senior Curation and Archives
Sidney Mason University of Iowa
Anthropology and 
Geography
senior Education & Outreach
Elizabeth Moffett University of Missouri Anthropology
graduate 
student
Burials
Student employees [other]
Robert Flagg Kirkwood Marketing sophomore IT
Student volunteers
Sarah Currier Home-schooled — high school General Contracts 
Murray Grant
University of Leicester 
(England)
Archaeology — General Contracts
Elise Heitman
Clear Creek–Amana 
High School
— — General Contracts
Philip Kurz Cornell College Archaeology senior General Contracts
Cate LiaBraaten Cornell College Archaeology senior General Contracts
Marie McDonald home-schooled — high school General Contracts
Maddy Meseke — — high school General Contracts
Harry Divack Cornell College Archaeology junior Curation and Archives
Liz Kaplan Cornell College Archaeology junior I-Sites and Curation
Margaret Nichols Cornell College Archaeology junior Curation and Archives
Janessa Weightman Cornell College Archaeology junior Curation and Archives
Appendices
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Appendix A 
Office of the State Archaeologist  
Strategic Plan 2010–2016 
John F. Doershuk  
Director and State Archaeologist
Vision
The Office of the State Archaeologist aspires to 
be a nationally recognized archaeological research 
center emphasizing interdisciplinary excellence.
Core Values
In addition to supporting the core values stated 
in Renewing The Iowa Promise: “Great Opportunities—
Bold Expectations” The Strategic Plan for The University 
of Iowa 2010–2016, the Office of the State Archaeol-
ogist is guided by the Society for American Archaeol-
ogy’s Principles of Archeological Ethics. These principles 
are embodied in seven commitments: stewardship, 
outreach, publication, preservation, training, accountabil-
ity, and professionalism. As a nationally recognized re-
search center, the Office of the State Archaeologist 
promotes a dynamic intellectual environment, ener-
getic student and public engagement, and advanced 
research. We actively contribute to the University’s 
mission and goals. Intellectual and cultural vitality is 
the foundation of a healthy research organization, and 
the Office of the State Archaeologist is dedicated to 
engaging multiple constituencies. Our mission fosters 
a diverse and vibrant learning environment, enhancing 
research, teaching, and public service.
Mission
The mission of the Office of the State Archaeolo-
gist is to develop, disseminate, and preserve knowl-
edge of Iowa’s human past through archaeological 
research, scientific discovery, public stewardship, ser-
vice, and education.
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GOAL 1: 
Create a learning experience about the human 
past that enriches the lives of undergraduates and 
helps them to become well-informed individuals, life-
long learners, engaged citizens, and productive em-
ployees and employers. 
(Strategic Priority: Undergraduate student success)
 • Increase the visibility and awareness of edu-
cational opportunities offered by the Office 
of the State Archaeologist (OSA) among the 
University student population. 
 • Attract a student population to the Universi-
ty and OSA through outreach and mentoring 
programs for high school students.
 • Enhance affordability and promote effective 
year-round learning opportunities by offer-
ing student internships, work-study positions, 
and summer work opportunities.
 • Provide undergraduates with high-quality 
learning experiences through independent 
study opportunities at introductory and spe-
cialized levels leading to honors theses.
 • Provide field schools and laboratory research 
projects that incorporate interdisciplinary 
studies and/or international collaborations.
GOAL 2: 
Promote graduate and professional student par-
ticipation in OSA research through cooperation with 
University graduate and professional programs. 
(Strategic Priority: Graduate and professional stu-
dent success)
 • Explore and develop major interdisciplinary 
research topics related to archaeology do-
mestically and internationally. 
 • Participate in cross-disciplinary graduate de-
gree programs with other University depart-
ments and programs.
 • Recruit graduate students from University 
departments and programs to work on OSA 
projects.
 • Provide research opportunities for graduate 
students through access to OSA’s extensive 
document and material collections.
 • Conduct long-term archaeological projects 
with funded research opportunities for gradu-
ate and post-graduate scholars.
GOAL 3: 
Strengthen and expand OSA partnerships with 
public constituencies to advance understanding and 
appreciation about the human past and stewardship 
of archaeological resources and showcase the soci-
etal benefits of archaeological research and teaching 
for the citizens of Iowa.
(Strategic Priority: Better futures for Iowans; Stra-
tegic initiative: Public outreach and civic engage-
ment)
 • Expand partnerships with K–12 educators to 
promote diversity learning in Iowa history.
 • Enhance lifelong learning opportunities and 
professional development on campus and 
via distance learning through partnerships 
between the OSA and other University 
departments.
 • Sponsor public field schools in conjunction 
with OSA research or projects conducted by 
other partners.
 • Promote OSA’s public engagement programs 
and educational opportunities through televi-
sion, radio, Internet, and print media.
 • Produce and distribute self-guided tour bro-
chures and regional guidebooks to publicly-
accessible sites and facilities.
 • Engage external partners to enhance archaeo-
logical stewardship and foster economic de-
velopment and heritage tourism.
 • Organize occasional conferences on ar-
chaeological and native studies topics, invite 
public and tribal participation, and prepare 
conference proceedings for peer-reviewed 
publication.
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GOAL 4: 
Recognize and illuminate the human diversity in-
herent in the past as manifested in the archaeological 
record and use that record for greater inclusion and 
participation of professionals and the public. 
(Strategic Priorities: Knowledge and practice, 
Student success; Strategic Initiatives: Internation-
alization and diversity, Public outreach and civic 
engagement)
 • Encourage new and highlight existing research 
that illustrates the diverse peoples in Iowa’s 
archaeological record.
 • Continue OSA’s national leadership role in 
the respectful treatment of ancient human 
remains.
 • Encourage the Regents’ institutions and state-
wide college communities to use OSA re-
sources in faculty and student research.
 • Contribute to developing a network of uni-
versity-based partners supporting cultural 
heritage research endeavors, especially with 
the American Indian and Native Studies Pro-
gram and Museum Studies Program.
 • Involve interested American Indians in Iowa 
archaeological investigations.
 • Fulfill statutory obligations in maintaining the 
Burials Program, the State Archaeological Re-
pository, and the State Archaeological Site 
File on behalf of the public interest.
GOAL 5: 
Strengthen the OSA’s intellectual and cultural vi-
tality within the University, Iowa, and nationally. 
(Strategic Priority: Knowledge and practice, Better 
futures for Iowans; Strategic Initiatives: Efficiency 
and effectiveness, Scholarly inquiry and creative 
work, Internationalization and diversity)
 • Attract and retain exceptional staff through 
competitive compensation and professional 
development support.
 • Maintain and enhance gender and ethnic di-
versity opportunities.
 • Provide an environment where innovation, 
flexibility, and collaboration are encouraged 
and rewarded.
 • Market the OSA’s excellence through peer-
reviewed publications, large research projects, 
high-quality cultural resource management, 
and excellent customer service.
 • Direct resources to existing and emerging 
programs based on their centrality to the 
OSA’s mission and potential for sustained 
excellence.
 • Secure new resources and financial support 
through philanthropic venues and enhance 
support for staff in securing internal and ex-
ternal grant funding.
 • Maintain and extend stewardship of OSA col-
lections through continued participation with-
in the University of Iowa Collections Coalition 
initiative, especially as it vitally intersects with 
campus-wide disaster response procedures. 
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